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64th Year 


Red Army, Still Striking West, 


Turns Into ‘History’s Deadliest Killer’ 


GREATEST DRIVE OF WAR 
OPENS ON DIRECT ROUTE 
TO BERLIN 


From DUNCAN HOOPER, Reuter’s Special Correspondent 


Two More Bastions 


Captured 


Refugees 
Crammed 
One City 


LBING, second city 

E>: East Prussia, 

announced captured 

in a Stalin Order last 

nicht, was crammed with 

refugees when the Rus- 
ins stormed the town. 


HE BATTLE FOR BERLIN IS ON. 
PREPARATION MARSHAL ZHUKOV’S MASSED SOVIET 
TANKS ARE ROLLING WEST ACROSS THE ODER 


BATTLEFIELD ON 


THE SHORTEST ROAD. 


Moscow, Saturday. 
AFTER DAYS OF 


BIG NEWS IS 


AWAITED HERE. AT ANY MOMENT THE SOVIET SUPREME 
COMMAND IS EXPECTED TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCE- 
MENT THAT THE RED ARMY’S GREATEST OFFENSIVE HAS 


BEGUN. 


IT WILL MAKE HISTORY. 


The Red Army is driving west just a month after _Marshal 
Zhukov’s First White Russian Armies set out on the historic march 


Endless lines of infantry and 
| countless guns are moving with 
them; and every gun and each 
tank is marked with the one 
word, “ Berlin.” 

Not only is Berlin threatened 
by a straight punch from Zhukov’s 
tearaway tank army. The right 
wing of his army group, feeling 
its way through the German 
defences south of Stettin, and 
Koniev’s men who smashed the 
Oder line north-west of Breslau 
are jockeying into a position to 
put the death grip on any forces 
Hitler’s High Command can spare 
to guard Berlin from north and 
south. 

Above the massing armies, the 


Tens of thousands,” said 

ow Radio. * were forced to | Red Air Force is clashing with 
k : ; the desperate Luftwaffe. The 

= > ; 0 

p in the open air owing t Germans have thrown in every 


k of adequate shelter.” 
stormed by Rokossov- 
Second White Russian Army, 
» bastion on the right bank 
e Vistula covering approaches 
he Gulf of Danzig. 
capture scaled the ring 
d a great German force esti- 
d at 20 divisions trapped be- 
n Elbing and Konigsberg and 
sed against the sea. 
bing—where the Germans re- 
ed in house-to-house fighting 
d called upon the Nazi fleet to 
mbard Russian attackers—has 
ipbuilding yards and big rail- 
ay and engineering works. It is 
) miles south-east of Danzig. 
Capture of Preussich-Eylau 
announced in another Stalin 
Order), situated 20 miles from 


sing 


plane that will fly to hammer at 
the Russian marshalling points 
along the banks of the Oder. 
They are attacking along the 
| whole 60 miles from Kustrin down 
| to Frankfurt—where Zhukov has 
forged the hammerhead of the 
| force which will crack Berlin, 
| But the Stormoviks are the 
| Russian reply These “ironclad” 
| battle planes are thundering in 
like flying artillery, hitting the 
Germans where Soviet tanks 
cannot reach them, gunning 
marching men off the roads and 
shattering the hide of the 
greatest German tanks. 


NEW RED GUN 
IS A KILLER 


the Baltic coast, means that ; 

i ear Ps 
General Chernyakovsky’s left Both Zhukov and Koniev are 
= is advancing steadily to relying largely on the great new 
E w down the German cor- | Soviet mobile gun, said to be 
ATTON. GOWN s | better than any weapon of its 


idor which runs along the coast 
eiwceen Elbing 


werg 


miles long and varies in depth 


and Koenigs- | 
This corridor is about 40 | 


kind in the world 


Even the mighty Royal Tiger 
tanks are backing away from 
the Red Army’s newest artillery 


; ee. Moot oe and refuse battle at anything 
ea Mes closer than 1}-mile range. 
oned in the Orders and | 
that more than 30 other “The deadliest _ military, 
had been captured in East | political and economic destruc- 
| tion of an enemy history has 


a 
the Elbing area over 4,300 

rs were taken on February 
ad 9 
the Red 
into 40 


of Schneidermuhb! 
fought its Way 


while north and north- | 


known,” is what Soviet commen- 
tators are calling the Red Army 
offensive. 

Soviet artillery is pounding at 
the “kettles” in which trapped 
Germans are being “ boiled.” 


1 zer anks| T t front from the 
Friday 110 German tanks They dot the l 

disabled or destroyed and | Baltic to the Danube. All over 

remy planes brought down.— | East Prussia these suicide pockets 

and A.P. | are being blotted out by a rain of 

metal. Germans are dying in 

| scores of bitterly defended vil- 


Nurnberg New 
Nazi Capital 


A ie First American | 
Army, Saturday 
A ding to news reaching this 


from enemy sources, 
displaced Berlin as 
of Germany. The 
reported to have 
on February 3.—Ex 


lages in East Prussia, in Konigs- 
| berg. its capital. Schneidemuhl, 
Arnswalde Poznan and Buda. 
And in the past 24 hours the 
Red Army has been killing them 
by the score in encircled Elbing, 
big East Prussian port. 
Marshal Stalin, in an order to 
Marshal Rokossovsky tonight 
| announced the capture of Elbing, 
important Baltic port in Western 
| East Prussia. 


Koniev’s New Breach 


the battle in the Liegnitz- 
Glogau triangle in Silesia, 
reached the main German 
line in what appears to 
out drive for the great 
own of Dresden 


AL Russian armies, hurled | 


the Oder were admitted by a 
'German military spokesman last 
night. 

Earlier, von Hammer, the Ger- 
man commentator, admitted that 
breaches had been made in the 
main German defence line on 
both sides of Kotezerau. 19 miles 


| P 

new admissions came |north-west of Liegnitz, and only 

Berlin last night as the |91 miles east-north-east of 
for the Oder line on the | Dresden 


Kuestrin-Prankfurt 
f Berlin raged 
zhts of fury 
veral deep breaches by Mar- 
Koniev towards the west and 
from the triangle west of 


to new 


sector | 


Hammer admitted that Russian 
tanks had reached the outskirts of 
| Liegnitz itself although the Ger- 

man military spokesman later 
| said they had been checked five 
| miles south of the town.—B.U.P. 


from the Vistula, which has already carried them 300 miles. Moscow 
is breathless with excitement and expectation that soon the victory 
guns will roar out in celebration of an achievement out-rivalling 
even Marshal Koniev’s forcing of the Upper 


Oder. 


‘For Political Talks’ 


DE GAULLE TO 
JOIN ‘BIG 3’ 


EN. DE GAULLE is to take part in the “ Big Three” 
Giatis, Paris Radio announced last night. “ Thus the 
‘Big Three’ will become the ‘ Big Four,’ ” said the 


commentator. 
Referring to Gen. de Gaulle 


BERLIN: 
WE’VE HAD 
ENOUGH 


This amazingly worded 
broadcast was given by a 
German commentator, Hans 
Hertel, over the Berlin | 
Radio Home Service yester- | 
day; | 

FTER more than 65 months 

of war we are, of course, 
by no means keen to continue 
it (Hans Hertel said). 

We Germans know better than 
any other nation what war means. 
We no longer have any romantic 
notions about war. There is now 
hardly a house in Germany that | 
death and destruction has passed 
by. 

In a long war victories and de- 
feats follow each other. The last 
battle brings the final decision, 
and this is always won by that 
nation which preserves its will to 
fight to the end 

Since the days of the Versailles 
Treaty, we know what a lost war 
means. Only political fools can 
fail to see what our enemies 
would do to us if once more they 
had the chance to decide our fate. 
This time they would make a 
proper job of it. 

Not a single German would sur- 
vive if we capitulated. 

Therefore we continue to fight 
knowing that it will cost us 
further losses, since we prefer 
death to suicide 

We shall never 
BUP. 


capitulate.— 


Now lts The | 
‘Wandering Fritz’ 


Moscow, Saturday. 

MHE speed of the Soviet sweep, 
1 leaving vast areas in the rear 
where mopping-up is a lengthy 
process, has brought about a new 
phenomenon — ' The Wandering | 
Fritz.” 

Cut off, seeking an opportunity | 
to escape or surrender, these Ger- | 
man officers and men wander 
about hiding in the ruins of build- 
ings or woods until, all hope gone. 
they give themselves up. 


MOSCOW WARNING | 
TO REICH TOWNS | 


Moscow Radio, in a German 
language broadcast  vesterday. | 
warned the German people | 
against resisting the Red Army's | 


advance } 

*The Red Army is in Germany | 
Those who oppose us with arms 
in their hands will be anni- | 
hilated.” the announcer said | 

“Those German towns which | 
allow Hitler to declare them | 
fortified will be destroyed.” 


| men will accompany the general.’ 


| sions reached rapidly, 


's last broadcast speech, when he 
said that France must be con- 
sulted for the peace talks, the 
commentator continued: “Gen 
de Gaulle’s warning has been 
heard. For the cause of true 
peace, not only French diplomacy 
but French life itself has gained 
a victory.” 
The commentator added:- 
“Gen. de Gaulle will take 
part in talks which, having now 
erhausted purely military 
matters, are going on to deal 
with political problems, the solu- 
tion of which no doubt will en- 
sure the security and the very 
existence of the French nation. 


“ The good wishes of all French- 


{According to a Paris correspondent 
last night, authoritative French 
sources state that they have 
absolutely no knowledge of any 
invitation to Gen. de Gaulle to 
join the Big Three conference.} 


Rapid progress is being made at 
the “ Big Three ” meeting, accord- 
ing to reports reaching London 
yesterday from Washington. As 
at Teheran, Mr. Churchill, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Marshal 


Stalin have placed all their cards | 


on the table 


Exchanges have been made with | 


deci- 
these 


frankness and 
say 


the utmost 
reports. 

Absence of signs of any major 
clash of interest at the meeting 
has enabled the committee of ex- 
perts to produce drafts of plans 
which together form the design 
for the post-war world. 

Some of the fundamental 
features of this design can be 
outlined area by area since they 
are a necessary foundation for 
world peace, and are as follows:— 

Germany will be stripped indus- 
trially, reduced territorially, and 


brought to the status of a second- | 
| class Power. 


France: Parallel] with the plan 
is France's hope of expanding her 
industries. To do this she needs 
permanent access to the coal of 
Westphalia. 


Poland.—In the East, Poland is 


| destined to emerge as a great in- 


dustrial and territorial power by 
the incorporation of German terri- 
tories and industries of Silesia. 


OVER 3,000,000 CERTIFIED SALE 


ar Utens. 


Registered at the G. suet | 
as a Newspaper 
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2,500 PRISONERS: GERMANS SURRENDER IN GROUPS 


Monty’s Push Crushes 
Huns Against Rhine 


| Trying To 
| Flee Across | 
| Frontiers 


Zurich, Saturday. 
ERMAN industrialists and 
politicians are trying to 
escape into Switzerland, says 
the Zurich newspaper “ Volks- 
recht.” 

“ Recently many German indus- 
trialists and Party officials have 
arrived in Northern Italy on the 
pretext of discussing commercial 

political matters there,” it 


across the German-Swiss frontier 
too risky, they are attempting to 
arrange to cross into Switzerland 
by another route. 

“Some hope to buy Fascist 
identity papers, and then enter 
Switzerland as destitute Italian 
fugitives. 

“They are also trying to trans- 
fer to Switzerland fortunes stolen 
throughout Europe. 

“Several of these men 
already entered Switzerland 
this manner.”’—Reuter. 


have 


or 
says 
“In reality, having found escape 
| in 
| 


Mission To Foil 
Axis Robbers 


German war criminals, includ- | 
ing Hitler, Goering, Goebbels and 
Himmler, who have been accumu- 
lating their ill-gotten gains in 
Switzerland, may get a rude shock | 


shortly if Anglo-French-American | 
Economic Mission, now on its way | 
to Berne, obtains co-operation | 
from the Swiss Government | 

One of the points on the] 
Economic Mission’s agenda is to 
prevent, if possible, any high- | 


placed German politicians or in- 
dustrialists from getting away 
with proceeds of robbery in vari- 
ous occupied European countries. 
—Reuter. 


| Swedes Shoot 
Down Lancaster 


From THOMU HARRIS, 
Reuter’s Correspondent 


Stockholm, Saturday Night. 

It is officially announced in 
Stockholm that a large number of 
Allied bombers flew over southern 
Sweden last night. 

Some of them were forced to 
jettison their bombs into the sea 
off Gothenburg. 

One Lancaster was shot down 
|} by Swedish A.A. fire and the} 

entire crew was killed.—Reuter. ' 


Don’t Raise Rents: 


From A Legal Correspondent 

HE report of the Ridley 

Committee on Rent Con- 
trol, to be presented to the 
Minister of Health in the 
next few days, will contain 
far-reaching proposals upon 
which a new Rent Restric- 
tion Act will be based. 

It will affect something like 
three-quarters of the dwelling- 
houses and flats in the whole 
country 

It is understood that the Com- 
mittee—which has been investi- 
gating the complicated matter for 
well over a year—propose that the 
existing Rent Restriction Acts be 


On the Dutch-German Frontier, Saturday. 


ONTGOMERY’S drive to turn the northern end of the Siegfried 
Line and crush the Germans against the Rhine is today still going 
well. Along the road to Cleve our troops have got through the 
main concrete defences of the Siegfried Line, and are pushing on 
through the secondary maze of field defences, anti-tank ditches and 


mines. 

After a total advance of | 
seven miles, Cleve, the 
northern anchor of the 
Siegfried Line, lies less 


than three miles ahead. 
Canadians already hold the 
high ground overlooking 
the town. 

Once this important road 
junction falls, a large slice of 
the west bank of the Rhine will 
come in our hands. 

Cleve has perimeter defences 
and the Germans are rushing up 
elements of two divisions for its 
defence. But Montgomery is win- 
ning more elbow-room now and 


) there is no sign of any slackening 


in the Allied advance. 
One highly significant 
emerges today. 


fact 


| 
| 


Though the Canadians and | 


British have hitherto been up | 


against only one German divi- 
sion—the 84th Infantry—2,500 
prisoners have been taken, in 
addition to large numbers of the 
enemy killed in the initial bom- 
bardment and the attack itself. 


| armoured brigade during | 


The fact is that some of the | 


Germans packed up without a | 


fight. Even inside the Siegfried 
defences large groups of them 
surrendered. 

Perhaps it would be unwise to 
say that German morale is begin- 
ning to crack. At some points our 
forces are still meeting fanatical 
resistance. 

Nevertheless, there are many 
Germans who give themselves up 
long before they are cornered 


INFANTRYMAN’S BATTLE 
But it is stiff going for our 


troops in driving rain and vast | 
that bog down | 


oceans of mud 
tanks, guns and supplies. 

It is an infantryman’s battle, 
with a plodding advance all along 
the line. 

While Britons 
regiments were moving 
another mile and a half to 
storm Nutterden, on the road to 
Cleve, the Canadians further 


north reached the Rhine at | 


Millingen and began a hand-to- 
hand fight for possession of the 
town. 

Millingen is eight miles from the 
Rhine bridge town of Emmerich, 
the traffic artery between the 
fronts, and the Hamm marshall- 
ing yards. 

On the southern sector of the 
battle line more good progress 


has been made by Canadians in | made by the Japanese, Seismo- 


the forest maze of Reichswald. 
Schottheide, on the northern 
fringe of the forest, and Heikant, 


south of the forest, were captured | 


after stiff fighting. 

Further south the garrison of 
the water fortress of Gennep was 
gradually being eliminated. 


On the American front 
General Hodges’ First Army 
reached the northern end of 


the great Schwammanuel dam 

only to find that the Germans 

had opened one of the sluice- 
gates. 

The power-house and gate- 
house had been blown up and a 
gap torn in the spillway—the 
concrete structure over which the 
water flows from the reservoir. 

As a result the waters of the 
River Roer rose a foot and a half 
along the British Second Army 
and U.S. Ninth Army fronts. The 
1,080 ft. long dam is intact, how- 
ever, and there has been no 
appreciable flooding. 

Owing to the gap in the spill- 
way, the American infantry were 
unable to cross the dam, which 
today remained in No Man’s Land 

On General Patton's front the 


| Americans crossed the Prum river 


and cleared a large number of 
pillboxes. . They are now within 
three-quarters of a mile of the 
town. 


{measure passed to take their) 
| place. | 
suggest that all unfur- | 


| They 
nished flats and houses be regis- 
tered with the local authorities | 
with all necessary information re- 
garding them—such as date of 
letting, rent, etc. 

The “standard” rent, it is 
| proposed, shall be that at which 
| a house or flat was let at a cer- 

tain date, and no increase may | 

be made in it except on account 

of increased rates or for neces- 

sary repairs. 

“END ANOMALIES ” 

Rent of new houses or other 
places let for the first time after 
the passing of the new Act will be 


| repealed and one comprehensive | fixed by the local county court. 


SAYS SELECT 
COMMITTEE 


from county | 
up | 


| 


Wider powers are suggested for | 


the courts with regard to the 
granting of possession orders. 


The anomalies of the law, shown 


by court decisions, should, in the | 
opinion of the Committee, be re- 


moved. 


Furnished houses will remain | 


outside the Act; but to prevent 

the charging of exorbitant rent 

for them, new measures 
suggested. 

It was urged before the Com- 
mittee that magistrates should 
have jurisdiction to try disputes 
between landlord and tenant. 

The Committee reject the pro- 
posal and recommend that that 
function remain with the county 
courts. 


are | 


Hun Fanatics Began Riot 


GUARDS FIRE ON 
_ NAZI CAPTIVES 


NE German was shot dead and four others wounded 
when guards at a prisoner-of-war camp, at Oldham, 
fired on German prisoners during a riot in the 


| 9 Sar o 
The shooting occurred soon 
A German Army ana Wyne ceeurred soon 
| e escaped and a disturbance had 
| Wiped Out broken out among others, 


| many of whom panicked when 
| they heard that the Russians 
were near Berlin 

There had been a long period 
of trouble at the camp, which is 
|a disused cotton -spinning mill, 
| containing about 5.000 prisoners. 

“Many of them, in their early 
twenties, are the worst and most 
fanatical type of Nazi.” a reporter 
was told 

“Hardly a week passes without 
some kind of trouble, There have 
been cases of older prisoners 
having been found beaten up 
during the night by some of the 
younger element, and the victims 
have been afraid to disclose their 


| Sixth U.S. Army H.Q., 
Saturday. 
HE German Nineteenth 
Army has been elimin- 
ated as an effective force 
with the destruction of six 
infantry divisions and one 


the three-weeks campaign 
against the Colmar Pocket, | 
it was officially announced 

at the Sixth U.S. Army 
H.Q. tonight.—B.U.P. 


Day In 


pi | assailants in case of worse 
Tokyo: 1 Raid, re 
9 “About two years ago there 
i Was ap atteanpted mass escape. 
1 Quake Police Md bloodhounds were 
, > called oufto assist in the moor- 
DOUBLE catastrophe | land search for nearly 20 men 
—a raid by one of | who were missing. A few days 
the largest forces of | later all the men were found 
| Super-Forts yet, and an | Biting ee wed Ve Daa con- 
| paie ao p | NAZIS WEPT 
f Japenese PAPS p 1 When news ot the Russian 
Honshu, on which Tokyo, advances spread through the camp 
Yokohama, Osaka and |matters reached breaking point 


other key Japanese cities 
stand, within 40 minutes 
of one another yesterday. 


two parties, and there were high 
words between them 


| The prisoners rapidly broke into 
f 


| The older men took the news 
! The ‘quake came first. | very badly, and the younger men, 
| Japanese reports admitted | among them many recently cap- 


tured on the Western Front, 
accused them of being defeatists 
Many of the younger Nazis 


that the whole of the eastern | 
and central part of Honshu 
Island was badly shaken by | 


the 'quake. broke down and cried like 
Though no reference to an Peet A OE gh 
,v or any cf the other big tories, and the camp guard 


citics in the shaken area was | had to be called on to deal with 


the rioters. 


graph readings in the United The War Office vesterday issued 


States indicated that the] the following announcement: 
‘quake lasted three hours. On Wednesday, following the 
A spokesman at Guam, head- | escape of seven German prisoners 
cuarters of one of the super- | of war from a camp In the N.W 
Fortress divisions. described | of Enzland. there was a disturb- 
ance in the camp during the 


the force of super-Forts which | Sarai ar whioh alter due vinihi 


| few over eastern Honshu jery given, it became neces- 
| attacking industrial targets as | sary to use firearms. with the 
| one of the largest ever to bomb | result that one prisoner of war 
| Japan, indicating that it con- | was killed and four others 
| sisted of more than 100) wounded 

planes.—B.U.P A court of inquiry being held 


| to investigate the facts 

| An inquest on the German who 
| 

| 


‘F, D. R. MAY 


was killed was he aye — at 
Idhz Tow Hall. ne pro- 
VISIT THE KING s poe aera ons about ues 


minutes, and were held in camera. 

Three German prisoners were 
brought to the town hall by car 
The Press was not 


visit 


this 


Roosevelt, may 
the King in London late 
summer or in the early autumn, | 
usually well-informed sources in | Under guard. 


London believed last. night | admitted 


President 
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Use Fairy ‘Soap and live in a home 
that’s always fresh and bright — where 
the weekly wash is cleaner and floors 
and paintwork spotless! Use Fairy 
Soap, too, because it’s mild, so your 
hands stay soft and smooth. You 

know Fairy Soap by the Fairy Baby. 
He’s on every tablet of this 

famous green household soap. 
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"Morr the tothe mila rthings hat m 


F Hitler and his Party 
chiefs nad any lingering 
hope of escaping total de- 
feat in the field they 
must nave lost it when 
they heard that “the Big 
Three” has reached “complete 
agreement for joint military 
operations in the final phase ot 
the war against Nazi Germany. 
This “final phase” is 
fast to its climax and, with the 
Russians across the Oder on the 
highroad to Berlin: Montgomery 
attacking again from Holland 
and the Americans and French 
drawing relentlessly nearer to the 
Rhine, the German people has 
aow to make the choice between 
surrender and virtua! suicide 

While placing no faith in any 
particular rumour from neutral 
countries. there have recently 
been so many reports of “alarm 
and despondency” in the Reich 
that it is hard to resist the 
general impression of crumbling 
morale. 

But the most convincing evi- 
dence of “ Hitlerism’s ” approach- 
ing dissolution is supplied by Ger- 
man broadcasters, whose despair- 
ing summing-up of the situation 
must have had official sanction. 


* 
S OME British newspapers 


a ap + ap +ap+ap+ams 


may have given too much 

importance to Genera! 
Dittmar’s extraordinary admis- 
sions over the Nazi radio system 
now shrunken to less than a third 
of its former field. 


One of them went so far as to 


call this broadcast a German 
“ery for terms.” I did not read 
it in quite that way. 


What Dittmar actually said was 
“unconditional surrender is 
would strangle 


that 
the noose which 
us, but the enemy does not give 
us an alternative.’ 

Now this may be taken to im- 
ply that. if an easier alternative 
were offered, the Nazis would 
jump at it. But it may also be 
construed as nothing but a fol- 
low-up to the sort of propaganda 
which has been “plugged” in 
Germany for weeks past. 

The Goebbels and the Dittmars 
and all the smaller fry of Nazi 
Party henchmen have been try- 
ing and are still trying to per- 
suade Fritz and his Frau that 
capitulation will bring upon them 
a fate “ worse than death 

“To surrender without condi- 
tions,” said Dittmar. who speaks 
for the High Command. “ would 
only mean terror without end. It 
would be better for the German 
people to continue the fight even 
without any hope of success.” 

And. since there is no remain- 
ing hope of success. what other 
appeal can 
the masses upon whom their own 
continued safety depends? 


* 


there is a 
In Hitler's 


ERE 
H Press 


man} 
Here, within broad uts n 


free 
Ger- 


[senet by 
Tha International 
Wool Secretariat 


Post-war as 
for your ideal home, be it 
castle or cottage, 


the world’s 


me HOOVER 


moving 


the Nazis make to 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ORRU] 
cay 


| STILL THINK THERE 1$ A WAY 
OUT FOR INSTANCE, IF ONE OF 
US COULD GET THE BARBERS JOB — 


N 


to enemy broadcasts as well as 
to the smooth, correct announcers 
of the B.B.C. 

We know perfectly well that 
when the German people lays 
down its arms the Allies will 
commit no atrocities. 

But many Germans know 
nothing of the sort. The more 
ignorant among them may really 
believe that we shall be as ruth- 
less as the Nazis in our revenge. 

And it is to this ignorance that 
the Goebbels team is now appeal- 
ing. The masses are being told 
that we plan not only to dismem- 
ber Germany, but to reduce her 
population to shameful misery. 

Your correspondent still hopes 
for some fresh proclamation by 
the Three Great Powers now in 
conference which will give the 
lie direct to this desperate Nazi 
terror propaganda: he still 
believes that the meaning of 
“ unconditional surrender ” ought 
to be made more clear, 

But he considers that General 
Dittmar’s most significant ad- 


Wool protects you from the sudden 
changes of temperature which lead to 
quite a lot of colds and chills, Wool 
actually generates heat while taking 
up moisture from the air. So when 
you go from warm and dry to cold 


and wet, Wool helps your body | 


adjust itself gradually. 
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Let's Talk 
 ItOver 


mission was contained in another 
and less widely quoted passage 
from his speech: 

“The flower of our officer corps 
is gone. We are still capable of 
dealing blows which can deeply 
wound the enemy, but we cannot 
knock him out.” 


* 


HAT is the truth, Nazi 

Germany is like a punch- 

diunk pugilist in the 
ring. coming up for punishment 
in the last round; hitting out 
blindly, still full of dumb fury, 
but incapable of striking a really 
damaging blow unless, through 
over-confidence, his opponent 
leaves himself “ wide open.” 

Discount every rumour, Dis- 
credit every report which does 
not come from strictly official 
sources, Give the Hun full credit 
for his toughness as a fighting 
man. And still it is obvious that 
the enemy’s armed strength is 
being steadily drained away. 

“Back in 1939” the pundits 
were telling us that the Germans 
were short of oil. That was wish- 
ful thinking then and no mistake 
about it, but today they must 
be short of it. 

Their natural wells have been 
taken away from them and all 
their synthetic oil plants have 
been, and are being, battered into 
ruin. 

German man-power is wasting 
equaily fast. Not fewer than 
220,000 Huns have been put out 
of action for good on the Western 
Front alone during the past two 
months! And the enemy’s losses 
in the East have assumed stag- 
gering proportions. 

It is estimated that anything 
between ten and twenty millions 
of the civilian population are now 
to be numbered among the home- 
less refugees 

Put all these things together 
and no reasonable man can doubt 
that German resistance is near- 
ing the breaking point. And this 
time there will be no arranged 
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‘CIGARETTE PAPERS ; 
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i UR FPuehrer knows all the 
ropes.” says Goebbels. Then 
he ought to know about the 

one that’s waiting for him. 


TODAY’S PROVERB 


The British bulldog’s famed 
For grip that’s strongest, 
And Victory comes to him 
Who hangs on longest 
oo 


WISDOM WEEK BY WEEK 


The foundations of the nation 
are built up of people who behave 
like bricks. 


LITTLE ALFIE ON 
“ PLUMBERS’ HOLIDAY ” 


Ws ib is Quite a good seeson 
if it keeps tidy. Wnat I meen 
is: if it wants to freeze let it 
lreeze, and if it Wants to thaw let 
it thaw But once it starts freez- 
ing and thawing both at the same 
time, then where are you? That's 
the time when piummers are as 
scarce as razor-DiaGes at a green- 
grocers Or anywhere else 

Taik about the piping times oi 
Peace, Father says. that's nothing 
to the piecing time ot pipes 
When the water in you! pipes 
treezes it swells uke biliyho. ihen 
it tinds a weak spot in the pipe 
ana splits 1t~—bing! Then the 
thaw cums and the ice melts, ana 
the water cums squirting out of 
the hole like a rocket ang starts 
pouring down the starés like 
Niagara You stand on one leg 
without nope and your finger in 
the punkcher, Father says. like 
the little, Dutch boy saving the 
dike, and all the time you keep 
shouting in despair for a plummer 
But no plummer cums Becas 
you're only No 21,793 on his 
priority list. 

Their used to be a iot of rather 
teeble gags. Father says, about the 
Plummer calling to his Mate (as 
if ne were a nytingaie in spring- 
time: or looking at the floods in 
your dining-room = shaking his 
nead. and then cwiming nome for 
his tools But those cracks 100k 
pretty cheep now. becos his mate 
nas gone into the Tank Core and 
his tools are working in a war 
factory, and he hasn't even time 
to shake his head You've got to 
line up in the cue for bath-pipe 
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$ repairs. just the same as if thay 
k 


armistice bell to save the punch- 
drunk Nazi bully from the final 


count. 
* 


OUR correspondent was 

Y rt greatly impressed by 

Lord Vansittart’s story in 

the House of Lords of the name- 

less rats who are said to be 

already leaving Hitler's sinking 
ship. 

For rats of this kind would 
need a lot of money and a lot of 
influence to be able to escape 
from Germany today. That a few 
wealthy business men and craven 
Party members with “pull” 
should have sought refuge in 
neutral countries is likely enough 

But that they should have done 
so in any considerable number 
seems highly improbable and cer- 
tainly this remote possibility 
would not justify us in making 
trouble with neutrals over the 
tricky question of harbouring 
war criminals. 

There will be time enough for 
that after Germany is beaten and 
Fascism has gone clean out of 
fashion among those prudent 
peoples who left us to win the 
war for them if we could, or were 


| THOUGHT rópar 
F A MAN IS BESIDE? 
HIMSELF WITH TEMPER Ż 


THERE ARE TWO FOOLS : 
INSTEAD OF ONE, 


SOPH OHH e HEHE EEE EE EEE EH EEE HESS 


ready to row in with Hitler if we 
could not. 

What matters much more to 
you and to me than the fate of 
any individual Nazi, not except- 
ing Hitler himself, is that there 
shall be no body of Germans left 
able to claim that it was involved 
in the national surrender but was 
never a party to it. 


* 
T as wort the end of the 


sessosossoos 
eee 


last world war it was 
actually the German 
High Command which first 


realised the certainty of coming 
defeat. 

Ludendorff could have pro- 
longed the struggle, but he chose 
to seek an armistice rather than 
suffer the destruction of his 
armies. Later, of course. and 
after these same armies had 
marched home almost like con- 
quering heroes, he fostered the 
legend that the Fatherland had 


were fish, and though you may 
possibly hear a cuckoo before next 
April, you certainly won't see a 
plummer. And as me and Horris 
reckon we're entitled not to wash 
until he cums. we shud worry! 
Why don't thay have a Radio 
Plummer, same as thay have a 
Radio Doctor, to tell peeple how 
to put splints and a bandidge on a 
fractured bath-pipe or a mustard 
plaster on a leeKing tap. And if 
thay’d only have a resident 
plummer on the Brains Trust, 
Father says, we mite lern sum- 
thing useful. 
Cheer up, my lucky lads, a better 
time is cumming, 
When Peace and Plenty ratn, and 
even propper Plumming! 


TEN-SECOND TEASERS 


1.—Town in Lincolnshire; 
county in Ireland; surname? 
2.—Town in Ireland; built 
on seven hills; well-known 


observatory? 

3.—Breed of dog; largest 
European mastif; nearly 30 
inches high? 

4. — Great poet oj; the 
Puritan age; wrote greatest 
epic wn the English tonque? 


§.—English social reformer; 


renowned woman: helped to 
reform prisons? 

6.—Great surgeon; great 
benefactor: “discovered” vac- 
cination? 

7.—it may be black; tt 
may be white; it may be 
preserved? 

8. — Famous Scottisn 
author; literary genius of 
the highest order; seven 
letters? 


9.—Kind of palace; sort of 
shon: tyne of house? 

10,.—Broken down by age; 
teeble; decayed; eight letters? 


11.—Stout; lusty: corpu- 
tent; five letters? 

12. — Mountain pass tm 
Canada: place for “ look- 


out” man on board ship? 
(Answers in Page Five) 


POSER: 


HE floor oj a square hall ts 
lined with square tiles 
Along the diagonals there are 


125 tiles altogether. How many 
tiles are there in the floor? 
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been betrayed oy cowards from 
within! 

Under Hitler this legend 
became the chief article of faith 
in the Nazi creed. 

` And that is why, even at this 
eleventh hour, the Nazis still 


hope to escape with something 
less than total military collapse. 
Hence their incessant “ warn- 
ings” to us and the Americans 
against “ Bolshevism.” 

Now, there can be no doubt 


that Marshal Stalin intends to 
smash Hitlerism completely. The 
Nazis have no illusions about this. 
All they are working for today is 
to induce the Western Demo- 
cracies to moderate Russia's 
implacability. 

“The Big Three” Conference, 
in its first official communiqué, 
has destroyed this last hope. But 
it has not yet destroyed the fears 
of many people here and in the 
States that Bolshevism may 
become a menace to us. 


* 


HETHER such fears 

We: well founded or 

groundless depends, as 

Dr. Joad would say, upon what 
you mean by “a menace.” 

“Man o’ the People’s” own 
view is that, after the war is won, 
the citizens of the Soviets will be 
far too busy with the reconstruc- 
tion of their own vast country to 
interfere in the domestic policies 
of their friends 

Indeed, if “ Bolshevism ” should 
spread through Europe and across 
the Channel, I think it will do so 
on its merits; not because it has 
been forced down our throats. 

Meanwhile, what chiefly con- 
cerns us and our Allies is to 
finish off the war as quickTy, as 
cheaply and as decisively as 
possible. 

At the present moment it looks 
as though Montgomery has 
opened up #hat is likely to prove 
either the ultimate, or at least 
the penultimate, assault on Nazi 
Germany from the West. 

And, though I have always 
thought it abominable for any 
civilian outside military age to 
demand a great attack by fight- 
ing men, yet I am satisfied that 
in this instance the Allied High 
Command is trying to economise 
lives, not to waste them for vain 
prestige. 


* 
HETHER or not the 
WV nussians reach Berlin 
before we reach 


Cologne seems to me a matter of 
small importance. The vital in- 
terest of all the United Nations 
is that they should remain united 
in peace as well as war. 

We shall not know for some 
time what the Big Three Con- 
ference has decided in regard to 
the post-war treatment of Ger- 
many and the post-war settle- 
ment of the present immense 
European confusion, 

But “ Man o’ the People ” is in- 
clined to bank on the common- 


sense and the fundamentally 
good purpose of the Allied 
leaders. For world security and 


world prosperity are obviously 
dependent upon the friendly and 
honest co-operation of all the 
Free Peoples. 

If they quarrel among them- 
selves, each must damage its own 
prospects of swift recovery. 

And so, believing that self- 
preservation is the strongest in- 
stinct of men and nations, your 
correspondent takes a moderately 
optimistic view of international 
as well as national developments 
in the swiftly approaching crisis 
of total victory. 


* 

HAT this “ victory crisis ` 

is considered near even 

by our own cautious pub- 

lic men seems apparent from the 
preparations which are being 
made to meet its first appearance. 
The “ closing down ” of the bal- 
loon barrage suggests that we 
need no longer fear massed attack 
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“By The Lounger : 


DID YOU KNOW— 


HE whistling rocket was first 
fired at the Crystal Palace in 
1890? 


pg 
x 


* Centuries ago famous men 
were often honoured by being 
buried in the middle of a public 
street? 

x 
* Ancients believed that gems 
and precious stones lived and 
had souls? 
+ At one time both Saturdays 
and Sundays were observed as 
days of worship? 

x 


* A thoroughbred must be a 

horse descended from one of 

three sires — Darley Arabia. 

Godolphin Barb, Byerley Turk? 
x 


* Typhoid 1s more prevalent in 
the autumn than in other 
seasons of the year, and young 
persons are more liable to catch 
it than children or the elderly? 

Answer to last Sunday’s poser : 
122 discs can be obtained. 
Volume remaining 1s 1.13774 
cubic inches. 
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hearts today, belping 
listening as they pray. 
Giving them strength whi 


C hearts is walking’ the 


while they Keep 


whose purpese never tires 


ptt eee ee ee ee we ee we eee m oem ewewoes 


“WHERE CHRIST WALKS” 


them to endure. And with whom Christ 
Christ walks, the road is ~~ and sure. $ 


CHRIST is walking the burdened woys with the aching 
hearts today, knowing the courage it takes to smile 
despair at bay. ; 

Touching their thoughts with His Tenderness, and giving 
them inner sight; to see the Horizons of Hope 
beyond their present plight. 


“HRIST is walking the glorious way with those whose 
Faith aspires, to do their best whate’er befalls, and 


Christ is walking with all of those who 
is Near, and He Closest Walks with those in pain 
heart from this, my dear.—J. M. 
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by piloted enemy bombers. And, 
if all goes well with the new 
offensive, we may not have long 
to wait for the cessation of the 
rocket attacks. 

But Sir John Anderson's pro- 
posals for demobilisation gratui- 
ties and allowances may be still 
more significant of the Govern- 
ment’s preparations for early 
peace. . 

Your correspondent has not yet 
gone closely into these proposals, 
but they appear to offer a toler- 
ably fair start to the demobilised 
rankers. 

It is open to argument whether 
officers, as such, should receive a 
great deal more than the troops 
they have commanded, but it 
certainly seems unfair that they 
should gét less real value after 
this war than they were given 
after the last one. 

And, to this extent, an upward 
revision of the present figures is 
certainly called for. Buti would 
add in this connection that no 
gratuity will last for ever and 
that what our fighting men of all 
ranks will need far more than 
money will be the assurance of 
good and steady and suitable jobs. 

So far the Russians have 
expressed no intention of paying 
out gratuities or war bonuses to 
any of their nationals. Perhaps 
they will so arrange. their 
national affairs as to find imme- 
diate work for every returning 
warrior. If so, good luck to them, 
and may we, to this extent at 
least, make certain that there 
shall be equal opportunity in 
“Civvy Street ” for all our own 
brave lads and lasses. 


ENTERED. WE 
OPTIMISTS. 


would go on again. 


4 


take. 

True, we shall enjoy a spell 
of well-deserved ecstasy. There 
will be holidaying and whoopee- 
making. 

Sons, husbands, daughters 
Sand sweethearts will be return- 
\ ing home. Our anxieties will be 
ča fraction of what they have 
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Then, after the first fine rush 
? of joy, realities will dawn upon 
us—truths which the dazzle of 
victory hid from view. 


“ x 
x * x 


I might be borne in mind 
now that our boys—and 
girls—will filter home slowly, 
too slowly for those, im- 
patiently awaiting them. 

At intervals a figure, absent 
three or more years, will turn 
up in each neighbourhood 
until the event passes un- 
noticed by all except those 
intimately concerned. 

Each will be faced with his 
own problem, restarting a 
business, training for a job, 
resuming an old, or finding a 
new one. 

There will be common diffi- 


culties, too. The house short- 
age will increase the need of 
living with “in-laws,” and 
tempers will become frayed. — 


When a house is wonder- 
fully come by, home-building 


will prove provokingly er- 
pensive, 
Meantime, those conscious 


of trends outside their own 
near circle will be amazed at 
the ease with which demo- 
cratic leaders will forget their 
war-time promises. 

Fascism in Europe will not 
be eradicated as we were once 
told it would be. Murdering 
Fascists and their accom- 
plices will escape punishment. 

Hitler, or Goebbels — or 
someone else—may be assas- 
sinated by members of some 
obscure German society, It 
can happen like that. 

x x bod 
BUT you will find “Senor” 
Ribbentrop—or someone else 
—happily superannuated in 
§ Spain, enjoying the blessing of 
ï Franco, or of a “safe” successor 
Swhose dictatorial regime will 
Syield that kind of “stability” 
that suits inclinations which are 
§ not democratic. 
I can see pseudo-conyerts to 
§ democracy in Mediterranean 
§ regions offering a quid pro quo 
—a secure shipping route to the 
Ñ East in return for a democratic 
Ñ winking at the lack of demo- 
@ cracy in their countries. 
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ways with the lonely 


lonely 4 
bear their suffering, 


them 


they sorely need, and helping 
walks, and where 


that gleam 


believe that He 
Take 
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Scientiously as it may. 


RAND Round Table 
meeting of all United 
Nations may be 
called shortly to supple- 
ment present Big Three 
conference. Britain may 


be host. 


@ All civilian German planes. 
except dozen or so flying to near 
neutrals on urgent affairs, have 
been commandeered to Bolster up 
battered Luftwaffe. 


@ Private but cunning peace 
offers will shortly flood neutral 
and Allied countries German 
industrialists, Army leaders and 
Nazi chiefs are ready to sell each 
other to save themselves. 


@ Among prizes captured by 
the speed of Russian advance are 
complete sets of Nazi High Com- 
mand plans for 1945 and blue 
prints of new secret weapons. 


@ Since the Russian advance 
* eastern ” slave workers in Ger- 
many have been receiving much 
better treatment. Many have 
been offered the German bronze 
medal for good work! 


@ Arrangements have been 
completed to prevent overflow of 
German refugees into Switzer- 
land, Sweden will also bar new 
German attempts at “immi- 
gration.” 
x * * 
SINCE the air attacks on Jap 
mainland Tokyo Government 
has ordered all possible dis- 
persal of war industries to 
Korea and Northern China. 


HAVE BEEN, AND 


On the night of that day the lights of the world 
Our earth would become a 
è bright heaven in the twinkling of an eye. 
Things will not work out as swiftly as that. Though 
§ Berlin falls, and even when the last Nazi guerilla shot 
has died away, we shall have more climbs to under- 


By 


Philosopher 


RECALL the adulation plas- 
tered on Franco only a few 
months ago, the restoration of 
Emmanuel and Badoglio, the 
hospitality in London showered 
on sawdust Ceesars—and you 
will guess rightly how the wind 
will blow at the peace, 

Yet the same results could 
be achieved by whole-hearted 
international co-operation and 
support of “commoners” of a 
nobler kind than those men of 
bluer blood. 

Back home, ex-Servicemen, 
more observant than ever they 
were, more critical, often 
cynical, will recognise old 
rabbits again being pulled out 
of the hat for their entertain- 
ment. 

Pomp, processions, martial 
music, old-time memorials, cute 
touches of aerial propaganda— 
all on behalf of the status quo. 

Trade will fall far short of 
pre-war dimensions. The tran- 
sition from war to peace pro- 
duction will take time. Our 
overseas markets are largely 
lost. Many countries are incap- 
able of normal trade. 

Whatever Government will be 
in power—whether it be of a 
deep red or a true blue hue— 
will have a deuce of a job put- 
ting things to rights, try as con- 


SECRET SERVICE NEWS 


ADVERTISERS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HOLE battalions of Russian 

Polish and Czech women 
soldiers have been successjully 
used as army trafic police 
behind Red Army advance t 
hurry along supplies and re- 
lease men for front line. 


@ Majority of Germans in net 
tral countries are now defyir 
Gestapo threats by refusing 

return home for the final Fath 

land battle. 


@ Significant Soviet actio 
possibly inspired by Weste 
Allies, is arrival with Red armi 
of huge consignments of food íi 
liberated areas. 


@ Future of former Italia 
colonies practically settled. Em 
peror of Ethiopia’s claims i 


Eritrea being sympathetical! 
considered. 

x * x 
ORWEGIAN patriots have 


saved most of their reindeer 
herds—40,000 head—from th 
Nazis by driving them into the 
interior near liberated Finn 
mark, under cover of the long 
Arctic night. 


@ In the hope of saving their 
H.Q. in remaining occupied 
countries from RAF attack, Nazis 
are holding prominent loca 
nationals in cells beneath th 
buildings. 


@ Sabotage in what is left 
Holland still held by Nazis h 
again increased, especially < 
railways, where a most effecti 
strike was recently staged. 
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After Victory—Realities ! 


HROUGHOUT THE WAR, IN DARK YEARS AND FAIRER ONES, 
WE SAW AHEAD THE DAY WHEN BERLIN WOULD BE 


ARE, SUPERLATIVE 


HIS is no Jeremiad. It is a 

warning that peace will not 
suddenly push us into Elysium 
Our tasks will be as great as 
those we had to face in war. 

He who minimises them i 
doing the nation as serious a 
wrong as any done by a fifth 
columnist when the Nazis were 
at our gates. 

When the peace bells ring out, 
my friend. by all means cele- 
brate the occasion by a glass of 
your choice—if you can get it. 

By all means, dear lady, 
rejoice over your fortune when 
your good man returns. 

But also remember that ajter- 
wards you have your lives to 
live and your own spot of recon- 
struction if necessary. 


Ahead we need reform and 3 


more reform, unending removal 


of social and industrial weak- 
nesses. 


Ahead lies a duty of caring 
for living war victims, and for 
widows and orphans—not in 
niggardly fashion. but grate- 
fully and generously. 

You men of all 
cease those political shuffles 
which are mere shuffles for 
place. Let your word be your 
bond and honest courageous 
policy come before chances of 
office, applause and selfish class 
interest. 

Britain needs houses, ne 
schools, a just system of edu- 
cation, an efficient coal in- 
dustry, roads, bridges... 

“Give us the tools anc v 
shall finish the job” was on 
an appealing slogan. 

We shall need different too! 
in peace, but the same willing 
and energetic spirit. 


parties 


will keep it~. 
like new 


COUPON FREE 


7d per canister 


Does most of the household cleaning except washing clothes 


v 109-879 


LEVER BROTHERS, PORT SUNLIGHT, LIMITED 


Remember RED ARMY | 
FLAG DAY:— FEB. 23 | 
Please give freely 


makes 


possible best lenses of all time 


Illustration shows a melt of Kodak’s 
revolutionary new glass being poured. 
This “rare element” glass—first basic 
discovery in optical glass in 55 years— 
is made with tantalum and tungsten 
and lanthanum instead of sand. It pro- 


duces lenses which let through more 
light and take clearer pictures faster 
Today, such lenses, in conjunction with 
| ‘Kodak’ Film, mean better aerial pictures 
| for Allied Air Forces, To-morrow, they 
| will mean better ‘ Kodak’ snaps for you. 
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sUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1945 


‘The End Is In Sight’ 


“ QUE up, now that the closing of the jaws of the most powerful military nut- 


cracker in the history of the war is almost complete, it seems to me that simple 


-ealism and logic certainly not mere wishful thinking—suggest that the present state 


í Germany cannot continue much longer. THE END IS IN SIGHT.” 


appear capable of weath 
Moscow, always well informed 
always cautious, makes no 
ret of its belief that anything 
happen at any minute. This 
only mean one thing. 
Better to appreciate the proba- 
ties of the immediate future, 
progress of the weck should 
analysed as a whole and not 
from the military angle. 
As I see them 
rtance the component 


€ 


factors 


1.—The Big Three conference. 


2.—The link-up of renewed 
and intensified Allied pressure 
in the West with the Zhukov- 


Koniev tactics in the East. 


3.—Growing German mass 
realisation that neither the 
leaders they trusted nor the 
Wehrmacht they idolised can 
save them, ii 
Of the Big Three conference 
we know for certa o far is 
the final plans for the mili- 
defeat of Germany have 


signed and sealed in com- 
` agreement on detail. 
iardly had the Big Three an- 
cement been made when the 
igomery-Bradley team struck. 
rman communiqués them- 
s reveal the deepest anxiety 
One estimate credits the 
orce of 2,000,000 men, 5,000 
and an even more imposing 
‘mada. 
what to my mind are the 
most important features of 
offensive have not yet been 
ioned. 
irst, this immense striking 
e is composed of the finest 
upped armies in the world. 


Every division is like a giant 
efreshed; every one imbued with 
he spirit of victory; and every 


yné out to finish the job. 
They are, in fact, winners—and 
nners at a time when the Nazis 
) least afford to face them 
Next, the offensive in the West 
‘bviously being synchronised 
the latest developments of 
Army strategy. 
van only surmise the future 


of the Russfan star 
—even the Nazi High 
d seem unable to do 


t there is proof and to 
at these tactics should be 
ssful as they always have 


k he we 


i one thing, the Russians 
undoubtedly have more than 
enough men and material to 
irry out their plans, now that 
he Allies have struck in the 
West and the possibility of 
ransfers of Reichwehr reserves 
dwindle still further, 
instance, Koniev broke 
igh the German defences 
v Breslau to the west of the 
r in three days. These de- 
es had been the result of 
weeks’ work by the best 
n of the Todt organisation and 
e manned by elite divisions 


Much the same story can be 
i of Zhukov, now established 
orce, according to Berlin re- 
west of the Oder, on the | 
“ bee-line ” to the capital— 

30 miles away 
] northern ' 


ly Zhukov's 
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ering the storm. 


y Our Diplomatic | 


By Our Diplomatic 


fighter helpless to avert the inevitable knock-out. 
From all sides blows are raining thick and fast on 


every section of Hitler’s Reich. Neither the Wehrmacht nor the Nazi body politic 
— ji 


ALL GERMANY REELING 
UNDER ALLIED BLOWS 


| Pa? Sunday I compared Nazi leadership to the reeling of a punch-drunk 


Today all Germany is 


Scorns Safe Seat 


Correspondent || Mr. Morrison 


SORTS von enenn nner nenen rises vena vennrvessen Mere Lm 


flank is reaching out like the ten- 
tacle of an octopus to Stettin on 
the Baltic and so cut off Berlin 
| from Pomerania. 

In the East, as in the West, the 
most important factor, in my 
opinion, has not been spotlighted. 
The manner in which the joint 
Zhukov-Koniev attack has been 


mination—and their ability—to 
prevent German reserves being 
positioned into a stable line of 
defence. 

Day after day Nazi commenta- 
tors themselves imply that Rus- 
sian pressure is so heavy and so 
brilliantly applied on weak points 


thrown into battle on arrival. 
Often they have not even time 
to reach their originally planned 
position, but are switched to 
the nearest sector where the 
danger has become chronic. The 
result is they are being destroyed 
piecemeal. pa ia 
All this means 
sians are forcing the Nazi High 
|Command to pay a doubly heavy 
toll in lives and metal for mere 
temporary breathing space—and 
then being refused the breathing 
| space. 


| J AST, but no means least of the 
components making up the 
war situation today is the con- 


dition of the German masses. 


Reliable reports insist that not 
fewer than 10,000,000 civilians, 
mostly women and children, are 
trekking west and south-west 
across the Reich. An exodus of 
despair. 

They have fled in panic, taking 
only what they could carry. Such 

| savings they had are now practi- 
| cally worthless. 

| Ill-clad, hungry, staggering 
through the freezing cold, their 
only shelter railway stations and 
emergency dumps, exposed night 


and day to intensified Allied 
bombing. Above all — trekking 
whither? 

Every day this disillusioned 


horde increases. What will hap- 
pen? Some reports tell of the 
breakdown of all Nazi civilian ad- 
ministration in areas where the 
refugees are thickest. 

Even if this were not so, these 
millions are no small part of the 
whole population. 

Their condition—and the events 
that brought it about and which 
are making it worse—can no 
longer be hidden either from the 
rest of the public or the badly 
battered Reichswehr, whose 
morale is drooping lower every 
day 

Summing up, now that the 
closing of the jaws of the most 
powerful military nutcracker in 
the history of war is almost com- 
plete, it seems to me that simple 
realism and logic—certainly not 
mere wishful thinking—suggest 
that the present state of Ger- 
many cannot continue much 
longer. THE END IS IN SIGHT. 
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SKIN ABRASIONS + CHAPPED HANDS * 
COLD SORES + CHAFING (babies) 


CHAFING 


WA SOOTHE AND HEAL BABY'S 
DA. CHAFED SKIN— SAFELY, GENTLY 


babv’s tender skin is chafed by napkins, here is the safe, gentle way of 
a little Snowfire Ointment on the affected parts. 
be relieved immediately and the skin will quickly 

Snowfire Ointment contains nothing to hurt 
ate skin, but its scientifically grouped medicaments cleanse, relieve and heal 


u get this safe, effective remedy. 


Ointment 
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BOILS + BURNS & SCALDS - SORE FEET 
JARS I|- (Including Purchase Tax) 
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Seeks A 
Fight 


to conquer new 

political territory,” said 
Mr. Herbert Morrison, the 
Home Secretary, yesterday 
when selected by the East 
Lewisham Labour Party to 
contest the division in opposi- 
tion to Sir Assheton Pownall, 
who has been its Conservative 
M.P. since 1918. 

Mr. Morrison secured 55 out of 
62 votes at a special meeting of 
the Party at Catford, beating Mr. 
Ernest Shead, nominated by the 
Electrical Trades Union, and Mr. 
Archibald R. Frank, the local rail- 
wiymen’s nominee. 

Mr. Morrison, who was first 
elected for South Hackney in 1923 
represented it con- 


the reasons for the change, said: 

“I have a formidable task before 
me. An adverse majority of 6,500 
is a difficult one to convert into a 
the other way round. 
That is what I am setting out to 
do, and I believe East Lewisham 
can be won for Labour.” 

Sir Assheton Pownall, 
commented last night: “It is a 
very high compliment that the 
best organiser the Labour Party 
has in London should come here. 
It will be a jolly good fight.” 


Cut Flower 
Ramp Angers 
Growers 


RITISH cut-flower racketeers 
are angering the people of 
the Scilly Isles, whence our sup- 
plies of early spring blooms come. 
Growers gasped when they 
yesterday that 30s. was 
being charged for a bunch of 
daffodils. “It is scandalous,” one 
grgwer said. “We don’t expect 
to get more than 4s. 6d. or 5s. a 
bunch.” 

Another grower raised his eye- 
brows when told the prices being 
charged. For the last violets he 
sent up he received 6d. a bunch. 
Violets are selling in London at 
5s. a bunch. 


HOW BOOK THIEF 
AIDED RED CROSS 


The comforts collection depart- 
ment of the Red Cross and St. 
John has received an unusual gift 
of 4,000 new books of great variety 
and value. 

Scotland Yard's C.I.D. had been 
for some time on the track of a 
book thief. When, at last, he was 
arrested, about 7,000 books were 
found in his house. 

Claims to nearly 3,000 of these 
were substantiated, and the re- 
mainder, at the suggestion of the 
detective-inspector in charge of 
the case, were offered to the 
comforts collection department. 
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THE BRIDE 
AND THE 
SOLDIERS 
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Here, wearing a red carnation in his silver-grey frock 
coat, is ninety-two-years-old Gen. Sir lan Hamilton, 
who gave away Miss Jean Fortune, daughter of Major- 
Gen. Victor Fortune, of the 5ist Highland Division, 
when she was married at St. Mark’s, North Audicy-st., 
yesterday to Lieut.-Col. Peter Vaughan, Welsh Guards. 
The bride’s father is a prisoner of war in Germany. It 
was expected that he would be home in time for the 
wedding. He has been seriously ill, and was on the list 
for repatriation last week, but for the third time refused 

to leave, preferring to stay with his men. H 


THE PEUPLE—rage 3 


HOW THE FLOW WILL START 
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Lowering Moral Standards 


‘SEX REPLACING 


9 
RELIGION’ |r | 


: ANY of our present problems have been too long 
a scourge in our midst,” says the Archbishop of 


Westminster, Dr. Bernard Griffin, in his Lenten 


pastoral letter. 

There was a lowering of moral 
standards. Deceit and untruthful- 
ness in business were all too 
common. 

Infidelity to marriage vows, 
linked with a breakdown in 
family life, and juvenile delin- 
quency were disturbing factors in 
the country’s life. 

“The true solution will be 
found in constant watchfulness 
and effort. but above all in a 
return to God and to the observ- 
ance of His commandments,” Dr. 
Griffin says. 

There was an unconscious 
attempt by man to replace 
religion and religious education 
by sex and sex education. 
Great vigilance was called for 

to see that the remedy to be 
applied did not lead to greater ills 
than those requiring the remedy. 

Excessive legislation, planning 
and control would inevitably lead 
to the servile state and rob us of 
that freedom for which all were 
striving and many were dying. 


£10 Taxi Fare 


To The Races! 


crowd when the first steeplechase meeting for four 


I ONDON had a taxi famine and Windsor a record 


years was held at Windsor Racecourse yesterday. 


Between 250 and 300 cabs 
were hired by London race 
goers to take them the 20-mile 
journey to Windsor. Most of 
the taxis waited five hours 
to bring their passengers 
home again. Nearly every taxi 
brought four or more people, 
and fares varied from £1 a 
person to as much as £10 a 
cab for the return journey. 

“Windsor racecourse is just 
within the distance limit for 
taxis,” said one driver. “ and we 
are glad of a chance of taking a 
party to the races 

“Some passengers engaged 
us two or three days in advance 


„and offered their own price. 
Ten pounds for the return trip 
is quite a common offer, but 
when we are asked to quote the 
fare the price is usually £1 to 
25s. for each traveller.” 
Another driver commented: 

“It makes a nice day out for us.” 


A card of 11 races, the longest 
jumping programme ever ar- 
ranged for a single day, enabled 
many people to arrive two hours 
after the start and still see six 
events. 

Late-comers, however, found all 
racecards sold and very little left 
to drink or eat. 


| P.0. W.’s Wife 
Met Trouble 


| At A Dance 


HANCE meeting with an 
Army officer at a dance 
brought trouble into the life of 
Elizabeth Clift, wife of a 
British prisoner of war, whose 
home is at Ash, Surrey. 

When she was bound over at 
Woking yesterday on a charge 
of abandoning her baby, this 
alleged statement was read: 


“After my husband was cap- 
tured in 1940 and sent as a 
prisoner of war to Germany, I 
never went out for pleasure for 
several years. But as other local 
girls were enjoying themselves, I 
started to go to dances.” 

In January last year she met 
a lieutenant at a dance in Farn- 
borough, and as a result of their 
association a baby was born. 

She was too ashamed to take 


it home to her other two children 
and wandered about Woking, not 
knowing what to do. 

“I wrapped my baby up tightly 
in its shawl, then wrapped my 
overcoat round it. 

“I left it, hoping someone 
would find it and give it a good 
home.” 


OLD FOLK ARE 
DYING ALONE 


A serious shortage of nurses has 
caused the closing down of a 
block and two wards at the public 
assistance institution at Etching- 
hill, near Folkestone. 

As a result, 100 beds cannot be 
used, although old people are 
dying alone and almost uncared 
for because they cannot be ad- 
mitted to institutions in the 
country. 


. Nice Grouping 


Bells Of Victory To Ring In 


Peace-Time Goods 


the hundred-and-one other peace-time necessities 
that became war-time luxuries will be trickling 
into the market within a few weeks of the end of 


IT iem electric irons and sewing machines, and all 


back 
the war with Germany. 


The peace bells will give 
many British industries the 
signal to switch over from war 
to peace production, and 
manufacturers have made ex- 
tensive plans for turning out 
civilian goods. 

How soon the housewife will get 
her washing machine or the hus- 
band his radio set will depend on 
how much industry the Govern- 
ment decides to keep on a full 
war basis during the war against 


Japan and what labour and 
materials are available. 
Manufacturers think that 


within six to nine months most 
industries will be back on a full 
peace-time footing, 

Here is a guide from trade 
associations to shoppers on how 
soon they may expect ‘to sec 
articles in the windows again. 


Kitchen Utensils: Anything 
from a week to a couple of 
months. 


Glassware: Unlike other indus- 
tries, there will not be a trickle 
at the beginning. There will be 
a complete lull for some months 
before production gets under way. 


Glass Curtains and glass insu- 
lating materials (a priority, as 
they will be used in new post-war 
houses). Production has already 
been started. 


Sewing Machines: A few should 
be expected right away, but full- 
scale production is not likely to 
start until six months after the 
war. 

Electric Irons, Toasters, Ket- 
tles: Within three to six months. 


Refrigerators: It will depend on 
Government contracts, but manu- 
facturers have been producing 
them during the war, so the first 
refrigerators should be ready for 
civilian use immediately the war 
ends. 


Cameras: Should be appearing 
almost as soon as the war ends. 
Lens manufacturers, working at 
top pressure throughout the war, 
will be able to send a large 
amount into the civilian market 
as soon as Government contracts 
cease. 

Vacuum Cleaners: Probably at 
least six months for war machin- 
rey to be changed and vacuum 
cleaners to go into production, 


Radio: Uncertain. Discussions 
now on between the Board of 
Trade and manufacturers to reach 
an agreement on an amount to be 
allowed for civilian use. 

Cars: Models which would have 
appeared in 1939 will be rolling 
from production lines within three 
to four months. Will be produced 
in large numbers and cover the 
usual horse-power range. The 
real post-war and most modernly 
built car will be ready about 18 
months after the war. 


Plastics: At least six months 
before plastic goods will be on the 
market again in quantity. In 
change over from war production 
all new moulds will have to be 
made.—B.U.P. 


Bricklayer 


V.C. Wins Girl 
Bride, Too 


RIVATE RICHARD BUR- 
TON, 6 ft. 3 in. winner of 
the V.C., is to marry. 

His fiancée is Miss Dorothy 
Robertson Leggatt, of Anderson- 
terrace, Roods, Kirriemuir 
(Angus), an _ eighteen-vear-old 
clerk. 

Thev met in the foyer of a For- 
far kinema and, says Miss 
Leggatt, “ It was a case of love at 
first sight.” 

Burton is twenty-two 
bricklayer. His home is at 
Melton Mowbray (Leicestershire). 

Several days ago he received 


‘from the King at BucRingham 


Palace the V.C. he last 
October in Italy. 

In an attack on a strong enemy 
position he silenced three machine 
gun posts, and, by the accuracy of 
his Bren gun fire. stopped a 
counter-attack. 

He showed “ superb gallantry in 
many hours of fighting in mud 
and continuous rain,” said the 


official record. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
TO YOU! 


“HE PEOPLE” has pleasure to- 

day in offering congratulations 
to the following readers on the 
occasion of their wedding anni- 
versaries :— 

GOLDEN.—Mr. and Mrs, W. J, Foote, East 
Dulwich, 6.E.; Mr. and Mrs .P. Grierson, 
Goole (formerly Bexley Heath); Mr. and 
Mrs. W. D. Hurd, Burton-on-Trent; Mr 
and Mrs. R. Parsons, Harlesden. 

RUBY.—Mr. and Mrs. Presland, London 
Bridge. S.E 

PEARL.—Mr. and Mrs. A. Budse, Martoch; 
Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Welling, Grantham; Mr 
and Mrs, J. Smith, Clapham Common, 8.W. 


won 


SILVER. — Mr. and rs. E. Porter, 
Mitcham; Mr. and Mrs. W . Jones, Sidcup 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Warbu . Bournemouth 


Mr. and Bournemouth 


Mr. and Mr B. J. Stoke Potters Barz 
Mr. and Mrs. White, Welling. 

ALSO.—Mr. and Mrs, F (0) Clark 
Hillingdon, formerly of Brockley (62 
wed); Mr. and Mrs. C. Crofts, Chips i 
(57 years); Mr. and Mrs. A. Pell, E we, 
and Mr. and Mrs. A. Herbert, Loughborough 
(55 years); Mr. and Mrs. H. Sykes, Tring 
formerly of Deddington (52 years): Mr. and 
Mrs, E. Harrison, Northwich (44 years); Mr 


and Mrs. H. M. Brigden. Brighton (41 
years); Mr. and Mrs. F. Crosman, Northamp- 
ton (28 years). 


and a} 


Forts | 
Collide Near 
London 


OURTEEN airmen | 
were killed when two | 
| 
| 
| 


Flying Fortresses on 
their way to bomb Ger- 
many collided in mid-air 
near London. 

One of the four men who 
escaped, S./Sgt. F. O. Walsh, 
said: “ As ir warned by a sixth 
sense, I glanced up. Another 
bomber was slipping wildly 
down on us. 

“There was onty time to shout 
a warning before the plane pan- 
caked on us with a grinding roar. 
There was a sharp explosion and 
I lost consciousness. | 

“When I came to the whole | 
cockpit was ablaze. The plane 
had been blown in half. | 

“I slipped on my parachute, and 
it opened. when I was only a few 
feet above tree-tops.” 

The collision occurred some time 
ago, but details were only released 
yesterday. 


‘No Wangling By | 
Impecunious Snobs’ | 


“Is the impecunious snob to 
be given a chance to wangle a 
class education for his child at 
the public expense? ” | 

Mr. F. C. Trehern posed that 
question in his presidential | 
address to the annual confer- | 
ence of the London Teachers 
Association, at Caxton Hall, West- 
minster, yesterday, when he urged 
a quick and complete revision of | 
the system of public education 

Mr. Trehern. regretting the 
terms of reference of the Fleming 
Committee on Public Schools, 
added: “A common system of 
education cannot be attained 
while» we foster a social élite by 
educating an element of our 
children at public expense in a 
special social environment.” 


| 


| 
L.G. IS MUCH BETTER | 
| 


Mr. Lloyd George, who has had 
a slight chill, was stated at his} 
home at Llanystumdwy, nea 


Cri¢cieth, yesterday, to be “very | 


much better.” I 


ADVERTISERS’ AN NOUNCEMEN TS 


PARADISE 
LOST! 


Wives in Court 
HEN my ,husband awak- 
ened the other morning 
he said he had a terrible 
dream, that the doors of every 
public-house were closed 
against him. 


I am retaining the school- 
girl complexion against the 
day when my husband sug- 
gests I am getting old. 


My husband has developed 
a cold, and so now he has 
something clse besides brains 
in his head, 

When I told my husband no 
one was perfect he said: “ You 
are forgetting me.” 


I married to further my love 
of criticism. 


And Husbands 
AM in trouble because I 
have a complex that I am 

always right, 


ske 
X 


Whenever we are “getting 
hot tempered we get cool by 
hinking of the Arctic Circle. 


LEAVE TRAINS 
MAY 
BE DELAYED 


To prevent disappointment to 
relatives of men returning to 
Britain on leave from the B.L.A. 
the War Office points out that it 
is impossible to predict with any 
certainty the Gate of arrival of 
leave parties. 

A man may be due for leave on 
a particular day but his actual 
date of arrival may be delayed. 

To assist relatives desiring to 
meet trains a notice will be dis- 
played outside the Railway Traffic 
Officer's office at the appropriate 
London terminus giving the ex- 
pectéd time of arrival of the first 
leave train daily. 


This information may also be 


| obtained from the terminus by 


telephone, but it can relate only 
to the times of arrival on the date 
of the inquiry. 


£2,000,000 A DAY SAVED 


Small savings were up again 
st week, the total being 
£14,259.084, compared with 


£13,809,494 for the previous week. 


FRY’S 
COCOA 


and 


all’s well 


THE FAMILY FOOD DRINK WITH THE REAL CHOCOLATE FLAYOUR 


C660.12144 


“Not by bread alone” 


Field-Marshal Alexander has said: “ Soldiers feel the lack of 


reading-matter as much as, if 


not more than, any lack of 


rations !” There must be food for the mind as well as for the 


body. 


Suitable books and magazines help to relieve strain, 


promote efficiency and maintain morale. 


What do I do...? 


I carefully search my book-shelves 
for volumes that I can spare and 
which are suitable for Service 
reading; and F collect all my spare 
magazines and periodicals, 


I take the bundle — unwrapped, 
unaddressed and unstamped — to 
a post-office, and hand it over the 
counter saying “‘ Books for the 
Services”. 

I do this often so that there may bé 
a steady flow to our fighting men in 
all parts of the world. 


Issued by the Ministry of Information 
Space presented to the Nation by the Brewers’ Society 
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ETRIBUTION has come 
to Berlin. Its battered, 
charred ruins are mute 
witnesses of the inevit- 

able penalty suffered 

by a blind and stupid 
people who elected to live by the 
sword. 

Yet who, in these dark, evil 
days shall gloat at the misery 
that has come to this once proud, 
magnificent city? And who, pro- 
fessing belief in the teachings of 
Christ and having faith in the 
ultimate goodness of Man, can 
still in the heart a fecling of pity 
for the little children engulfed 
by this terrible retributive tide? 


No man or woman with a spark 
of Christian charity in the soul, 
or a semblance of feeling in the 
heart, can argue, as some people 
do, that “it serves them right.” 


It certainly serves Berlin right. 
That bulwark of Nazism deserves 
all the bombs it gets. That 
children fleeing from the advanc- 
ing Russians should perish in 
the raids is another example of 
the grossness of war. 

So long as the capital of the 
Reich contains defiant Germans, 
so long must the raids continue. 
We would be fools indeed if we 
contemplated even for a second 
calling off the air assault because 
the Nazis, after declaring Berlin 
a fortress to be defended to the 
last, will not or cannot evacuate 
child refugees to safer parts of 
the Reich. 

Mangled, starved and frozen 
children give no cause for satis- 
faction. They are the victims of 
an age of madness; innocent 
mites able to whimper and cry, 
but utterly unable to understand 
why the world around them is 
crashing to ruin in a horrible 
crescendo of bombs and fires. 

Don’t say it serves them right 
for being born German. For this 
cynical approach to the greatest 
tragedy in history is merely a 
grossly stupid sop to the mind 

Blame, instead, those who built 
the Germany into which these 
unhappy kiddies were born. 
Blame the Germans who followed 
Hitler and his blood-drenched 
banners. Blame the vanity and 
ambition of the Nazi leaders who 
dreamed of world dominion 
Blame the folly of the German 
race for permitting their land 
their cities, their industrial 
might, the cream of their man- 
hood, to be thrown to the wolves 
of war. 


War’s Aftermath 


The splendour of Germany has 
gone. The power that made her 
one of the best organised and 
most feared races in Europe is 
crumbling. The zeal and toil and 
sacrifice that built up her 
machine of conquest are now 
paying dividends of death ang 
destruction. Never has war re- 
turned such dividends in terms 
ot human misery and cata- 
strophic failure 

We in this country can tak 
fresh hope in the destiny ot 
Man The overthrow of the 
Hitler regime means the freeing 
of the world. 

We have ample reason tor 
putting the mad dogs of war 
under restraint. Middle-aged 
people in their millions have 
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f augury. 


ECAUSE two of the four 
main characters in this 
story have died to secure 
Freedom on earth | am 


forced by a sense of 
decency to spare the 
feelings of the third by substi- 


tuting fictitious for-.real names. 
But all else is tragically correct; 


what happens to the fourth 
player in this grim drama of 
humanity—well. I leave it to 
them.... af 


Johnny and Betty’s father was 
killed by a shrapnel splinter two 
weeks before the end of the first 
world war. For a few months 
afterwards their mother strug- 
gled along, then she went to join 
her husband 

Betty. little more than three 
years younger than Johnny, was 
adopted by a kindly spinster aunt 
who lived in a cottage in the Fen 
country. 

But Johnny, getting along for 
his seventeenth birthday, tried 
his darnedest to live up to the 
dignity acquired by a junior 
clerk; he paid half-a-crown 
weekly for a room in a Pimlico 
back street and catered for all his 
remaining needs on the weekly 
balance of twelve-and-six. 

It couldn't last long with a 
youngster like Johnny. 

He stuck the lodging-house 
existence for barely six months. 
and quit. On his seventeenth 
birthday he packed his one bag 
made for Liverpool. and signea 
on ship's articles as pantry-boy 

Two days after the freighter 
docked in the Hudson Johnny 
again packed his meagre belong- 
ings, skipped out of the rusted old 
vessel, became lost for a while in 
the maelstrom of New York life 
... -and then signed on in one of 
the Great Lake boats 

His pay to start was £16 a 
month—a considerable amount 


A NAZI PARADE BEFORE THE WAR. 


By 


been deprived by German mili- 
tary ambition of years of peace 
and security. 

After the last war we saw our 
industries suffer. We saw the 
long hideous queues outside the 
Labour Exchanges. We saw 
hunger and idleness in towns 
where factories were closed and 
smokeless chimney stacks thrust 
their snouts into the sky. 

We saw our income-tax go 
higher and higher. Always since 
1914 there nas been with us war, 
or the threat of war, or the 
economic evils that are born of 
war. For more than thirty years 
—vital years to the generations 
concerned—there has been no 
peace, no security, no richness 
in a life which should have been 
tull of content and solid, worth- 
while achievement. 

Blame the war-minded, bloody- 
minded Hun for this. Blame him 
with all the fierceness Of your 
nature. Blame him for the 
wasted, barren years, the uneasy 
vears. the years in which the war 
fires we thought quenched were 
smouldering wickedly under the 
“rust of so-called “ peace.” 

Blame the stupid German for 
giving his home, his comfort, his 
prosperity, bis happiness as 
hostages to Hitler. 

In 1936 I stood in the Königs- 
platz, in the heart of Munich, 
spawning ground of National 
Socialism, that doctrine of racial 
superiority which nearly brought 
the whole world to ruinous and 
oppressive tyranny. 

The city, third largest in Ger- 
many, and capital of lovely 
Bavaria, was en féte. Swastikas 
smothered historic, grey build- 
ings Huge modern blocks of 
factories. offices and flats were 
plastered with portraits of 
Hitler 

The Brown House, H.Q. of the 
Nazi Party, was draped with huge 
swastika - bedecked pennants. 
Swastika armlets everywhere.... 
brown shirts, Jack boots, swords, 
revolvers, tanks, guns....all were 
there to impress on the world the 
thunderous might of a Third 


for a boy of seventeen to fiddle 
around with every four weeks. 
He sent one letter—enclosing £2 
—to Betty, and then, seemingly. 
disappeared. 

The years slipped by, Back in 
England the old spinster aunt 
died and left a small cash legacy 
and her cottage to Betty, now an 
attractive girl of nearly eighteen. 
And Betty diligently listed all 
her new possessions, had the 
entire lot sold by auction and 
came to London 

She invested the fees required 
by a commercial college and later 
got herself a job as shorthand- 
typist with a well-known shipping 
firm 


War-Time Romance 


Then, in 1937, when Britain 
was a mellow, escapist place, she 
met and fel in love with a 
purser’s clerk employed in one of 
the company’s ships. 

At the beginning of 1940 they 
were married; they made a 
solemn vow there should be no 
children unti) this war ended 
Then Betty's husband, whom 1 
shali call Bill. joined a famous 
county regiment. 

Dunkirk came and went, but 
Bill got back to a British port. 
He went to a special training 
school. took part in one or two 
raiding expeditions; then was 
sent to North Africa. 

Bill wondered over this thing 
we call Life: Betty was a mighty 
attractive girl, but not for one 
second would Bill ever imagine 
that she could be unfaithful to 
him. 

And Betty? Betty carried on 
at home with her job, which was 
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JOHN ADDISON 


Reich heading for another great 
war. 

Aeroplanes roared over the 
sity. The Germans were proud. 
They were arrogant. The touch 
of humbleness that one might 
have seen ten years before had 
vanished. English visitors were 
sneered at; Frenchmen treated 
with open contempt. 

Almost one could read the 
warning: “ Look out, we're get- 
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As 


OW long, now, will 
jthe war last in 
Europe? Well, the 
last high-up guess— 
October 15, 1944— 
went wrong, chiefly 
because the airborne descent on 
Arnhem did not result in the 
success its daring promised. 

Dates, in a war of so many com- 
plexities, must be a matter of 
guesswork. This, however, I can 
say—that a friend who has to 
follow up with the armies on the 
Westem Front with equipment 
was told; over a week ago, “ Be 
ready to instal your plant in Ber- 
lin in 30 days.” 

Co-ordinated, though, as Allied 
strategy is said to be, there must 
be in the minds of both Moscow, 
on the one side, and Whitehall 
and Washington, on ours, the idea 
of a race to the Berlin capital. 

The political considerations, 
however much the Big 3 have 
agreed, are of such world-import- 
ance. Were we held up, by 
weather or shortage of men and 
materials, while the Russians 
smashed on—well, what a biting 
comment it would be on Sand- 
hurst, Fort Worth and Tradition. 

And how the merits of national 
ownership would be extolled, on 
the lips of millions, at the ex- 
pense of systems relying on pri- 
vate enterprise! 


“Why was Eisenhower held up 


mental as well as physical im- 
possibility for her Bill to be 
unfaithful. 
x x 

HE clock had just chimed 
eight; it was Saturday even- 
ing. The electric bell at the door 
ot the flat shrilled and jerked 
her back from a pleasant reverie, 

And then....a good -looking 
American officer, wearing the 
insignia of the U.S. Army Air 
Force, saluted her gravely, smiled 
in a manner that disarmed her, 
and said: “ Yes—you’'re Betty! ” 

Betty, whose eyes travelled 
admiringly over his face and 
uniform, answered very simply: 
“And you're. Johnny? ” 

They were out on a shopping 
expedition when it first started; 
in a multiple shop they stood 
near a not-too-distant neighbour, 
one of those Grundys who 
manage to see evil in everything 

This particular mischief-hunter 
Was saying a friend something 
about the “ moral dangers when 
young, attractive wives, whose 
nusbands are at the front, live 
alone in comfortably furnished 
flats.” 

Betty and Johnny overheard 
... and grinned. 

But a little later Betty’s eyes 
wore a look of unhappiness. and 
Johnny flushed when she said: 
“Why do people have to behave 
like that? ” 

Johnny said: “Aw shucks. 
honey, you've only to tote me 
around and tell ‘em who 1 am!” 
But Betty said angrily no, she 
wasn’t going to play up to that 
type of person. 

They did a dance or two, and 
took in a movie show; they 
called one evening at a near-by 
pub, to drink Bill's good health 
and speedy return. 

That night Johnny shared the 
flat with Betty, making himself 
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ting ready for you.” Almost one 
could sense the preparations for 
war—not in the outward signs of 
planes and tanks and battalions 
of proud men, but in the very 
minds of the people who had 
“fallen” for the glamour and 
magnetism of the Fuehrer. 

They have had their war. They 
enjoyed, at first, the fruits of 
war. They lorded it over Europe. 
They were the Herrenvolk, the 
Master Race, the Conquerors. 

When I last saw them in their 
beautiful, well-run cities they 
seemed to me a lucky people. 
They had got over the wounds 
of the last war. They had rebuilt 
a new, efficient State. 

Their export trade dwindled. 
Why? Because the power and 
productive strength of the in- 
dustrial machine were switched 
from peace to war manufacture. 

{In 1927 Germany’s export 
trade was valued at 10,801,000,000 
marks. In 1938 the figure was 
5,249,000,000 marks. | 

I could write columns on this, 
quote you other figures, point the 
moral of one great stupid nation 
deliberately gambling away the 
prosperity gained over years of 
effort for the myth of world 
dominion. 

I could write columns, too, 
about the rise of Germany after 
1918, about the way she got back 
her self-respect and became 
again a Voice in world affairs. 

And I could quote Kipling, who 
never had in his mind the Ger- 
man nation when he wrote: 

“For frantic boast and foolish 

word— 

“Thy mercy on 

Lord!” 
God may have mercy on these 


Thy People, 
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so long,” they would ask, “ while 
Zhukov went right on?” 

When I presided last week over 
a dinner at which delegates to 
the World Trade Union Confer- 
ence were present, and an Indian 
said how difficult it would be 
for his countrymen to develop its 
vast resources, a full-blooded 
Negro from the Gold Coast put 
in: “ You haven’t got a Lenin! ” 
That was only a straw in the 
wind. ... 


BERLIN—AND AFTER 


ILL the capture of Berlin, 

and the resultant collapse 
of Germany’s governmental and 
economic system, be the end? 
Whitehall doubts it. 

Armies will soon be surrounded, 
in the centre and the south-west 
of the Fatherland; but they are 
expected to offer bitter resistance. 

Even after that Nazi youth, S.S. 
troops, and even women will pro- 
bably form guerilla bands, try to 
cut our lines and rely on defences 
for which vast underground 
tunnelings have been long since 
planned as the backbone. 

That means that a Reign ot 
Terror, in which we shall see 
Himmlerism exalted into a frenzy 
in which the fear of the chief 
gangsters will inspire their dupes 
into willing sacrifice, will result 
in the destruction of city after 
city and town after town because 
of street fighting and bombing 
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4 By snug on a drop-end 
, settee in the com- 
; PETER FORBES bined lounge-liying- 
‘ room; two days later 
, 2 hę and his buddies 
, as import- went out on a special mission 
ant to the over Germany ....and Betty 
f nation’s thought she heard the great roar 
, effort as if of the Fortresses up there among 
’ she had the stars in that velvety blue- 
’ been in one of the Services. And black arc of heaven.... ` 
* she, too, knew that it was a A kindly man in civilian clothes 


rang tne bell of the flat next 
evening. He went straight to the 
point; dangerously ill in hospital, 
Bill had sent a desperate plea to 
Betty asking her to deny the foul 
accusation contained in a letter 
he had received shortly before he 
was wounded. 

In such a “nice manner” the 
letter “suggested” that Betty 
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ULTANAS, dates, raisins, cinna- 
mon, ginger and other spices go 
to the making of a good winter 
fruit pudding. What is the family 
favourite? A guinea is awarded for 
each recipe published Send us 
yours, written briefiy on a postcard 
with your name and address at foot. 
to “ Housewife,” “ The People,” Acre 
House, Long Acre, London. W.C.2, 
to arrive not later than Wednesday, 
February 14 2 
Here are last week’s prizewinners: 


MEATY DISH 

UT up into pieces any kind of 

meat, either fresh or tinned, and 
lay in casserole. Into another dish 
slice 2 onions finely and add table- 
spoonful seedless jam or jelly, a 
tablespoonful Worcester sauce or 
ketchup and juice of lemon or 
lemon essence Leave for % hour 
Now sprinkle over meat a table- 
spoonful of flour, a little stock and 
the onions. etc. Cook slowly for an 
hour and serve with boiled rice. — 
Mrs Brooks. Church-rd., Leigh 
Woods. Bristol. 8 


TASTY PASTIES 
NGREDIENTS: 1 tin, sardines, } 
teacupful breadcrumbs, 1 dessert- 
spoonful mixed pickle (chopped 
fine), 1 dessertspoonful chopped 
onion or leek, pepper. % oz. flour, 
t gill vinegar, reconstituted egg, 
6 oz short pastry. + teaspoonful 
mixed herbs (thyme, sage and 
parsley). 

Chop sardines. Grease 8 patty 
tins, cut pastry into 8 rounds and 
line the tins. Chop onion or leek 


Winter Fruit Pudding 


.------------ By “HOUSEWIFE” 


RETRIBUTION: And Now The German 
People Pay The Price For Giving 


STAGES TO HITLER 


miserable, misguided, war-mon- 
gering Germans. Will we? Will 
the Russians? Will the suffering 
nations who are just beginning 
to see the Dawn of Liberty? 


Twenty years hence you may 
find the answers to these ques- 
tions. Twenty years hence, be- 
cause of the German wrong- 
doing, there may be no answers, 
because the world we know will 
have vanished. 

But whatever ills the world 
suffers the German idiots who 
followed Hitler will be to blame. 

Never forget that. Keep in 
your mind The Blame. Re- 
member the years of disquiet, the 
years of unrest, the years which 
should have been our best years. 
but which were just years of 
torment and uncertainty. 

Blame the men and the women 
who followed Hitler. Hold them 
to book for the sins that have 
come to the world. Yet in your 
charity remember, too, the 
kiddies who have been sacrificed 
on the altar of the German gods 
of war. 

In their torn, mangled bodies, 
in their last frozen sleeps, in 
their vain cries for food there is, 
for me—and I hope for you,-too 
—neither satisfaction nor a sense 
of revenge. 

In these days of approaching 
triumph there should be in our 
hearts humility as well as quiet 
pride. We must retain decency 
and a sense of beauty. And while 
blaming Germany for robbing us 
of that peace amd happiness which 
were our right, we must also steel 
ourselves to ensure that no future 
generation will ever know the 
— years that have been our 
ot. 


raids. Germany in that case will 
then become a shambles. 
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AN Hitler and the rest of 
the most guilty criminals 
escape? Although I do not ap- 
prove of the extreme views of 
what is now called “ Vansit- 
tartism,’’ I support Lord Vansit- 
tart in his demand, in the Upper 
House, that every pressure should 
be used on Eire, Sweden and 
Switzerland if they become 
places of refuge for Nazi thugs. 

It is all very well for Lord 
Simon — who acknowledged 
Japan's claims in Manchukuo!— 
to explain the niceties of inter- 
national law. 

But the neutrals enjoy freedom 
only because of the British Navy 
and the R.A.F. Eire would long 
since have been compelled, be- 
cause of her extremity, to call cn 
our armies to save her from Ger- 
man invasion had not our war- 
ships done so automatically. 

There may have been neutrals 
in the war. There can be no 
neutrals in the peace! 


RACIAL RIVALRIES 


HILE, “Somewhere on the 

Black Sea,” the Big 3 
met, I looked in at the First Peace 
Conference. It met in County 
Hall, where the Little 240—trade- 
unionists from forty countries— 
are trying to re-form an interna- 
tional working-class movement. 


was “behaving badly with an 
American soldier.” 

Betty asked if she might be 
allowed to see the letter, and sat 
silently with it in her hand. It 
bore no address. It had no signa- 
ture. Instead, at the bottom were 
two words “ Well Wisher”.... 

Johnny has not come back 
from that special mission. Bill 
died in hospital this week. And 
that is all I can tell you.... 

I spoke with Betty yesterday. 
She said: “I remember when I 
was taught to write at school. 
Whoever wrote that letter also 
learned to write....I wonder—in 
God’s name—WHY? 

“I wonder, teo, whether he or 
she’ has the courage to call here 
and say to me ‘I admit I was 
wrong. I ask your pardon.’” 

I wonder. 


THE VICTORY 
ABC 
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and fry in the sardine oll for five 
minutes. Stir in flour, sardines, 
egg, pepper. vinegar and bread- 
crumbs to make a stiff mixture, Fill 
each tart with mixture and bake in 
hot oven for 20 minutes.—Mrs. M 
Lawrence. 28, Penrhys-rd.. Ystrad, 
Glam 
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PATTERN SERVICE 


No. 816.—GIRL’S FROCK 

BOTH long and short sleeves are 
included in this pattern of 
schoolgirl’s frock. Cut with neat 
fitting bodice and 
slightly flared skirt. 
Sizes to be had, 6-8, 
8-10. 10-12, 12-14 and 
14-16 years. Size 
10-12 years takes 
(long sleeves) 1% yd. 
54 - in. material, 
(short sleeves) 2% yd. 

36-in. material 
Paper pattern No. 
816 with diagram 
and full instructions 
for 
obtainable 
“The People” 
Pattern Service 
* Colintratve.” South- 
cote - rd Reading. 
Berks, price 1s. 6d.. 
post free. Cross 
postal orders /& Co./. 
State No. 816 and 
size required. Name 
and address in BLOCK LETTERS. 

Retain eketch, for reference, 
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N Victory Day, when 
through Moscow’s Red 
Equare, a tall man in 
a Marshal's uniform 
will stand beside Stalin 
to take the salute. 

Few among the marching thou- 
sands will recognise in the sturdy 
figure the “ Unknown Marshal.” 
Yet Alexander M. Vassilevsky, 
Stalin's Chief of Staff, is the bril- 
liant brain behind the victories 
of the Red Army. 

Deep beneath the Kremin, in 
the concrete vault where in the 
autumn of 1941 Stalin and 
Zhukov organised the defence of 
Moscow when the Germans were 
at Mojaisk, 23 miles before the 
capital, Vassilevsky now plots the 
road to Berlin 

Above, in the streets of the 
capital, the crowds cheer the 
roaring, flashing salvoes of the 
victory guns. Beneath, the mah 
who planned the victories they 
celebrate.does not hear it. 


į Council Of War 
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The room is quiet, the adju- 
tants are working silently, their 
words almost whispered. 

Vassilevsky studies the maps 
that litter his desk. His mind 
is on the final phase of the war, 
which, he says, “ is to smash the 
beast in its own lair.” 

A solitary telephone stands at 
It is 
the private line which connects 
him with Stalin by day and 
night, no matter where the Soviet 
leader may be. 

Statesmen visiting Moscow, 
Mr. Churchill among them, have 
occasionally been surprised to see 
Stalin disturbed during an im- 


\ portant conference by the ring- 


ing of a telephone bell. 


į Vassilevsky has the privilege of 


making up, isj 
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Sees It 


I saw, in the conference hall, 
for all the world to ponder over, 
a few of the innumerable prob- 
lems that will bailie Europes 
statesmen for years. Over a 
Palestine issue, Arabs opposed 
Jews! Rival unions from India 
debated their rival claims! 

There were two lots of Poles, 
those in London sponsored by 
Washington and Whitehall, and 
Moscow's lot from Lublin. 

That sort of thing, on a larger 
scale, confronts Eden, Stettinius 
and Molotov even after Stalin, 
Churchill and Roosevelt have 
reached a broad agreement. 

While it was argued whether 
or no delegates from ex-enemy 
countries should be allowed mem- 
bership, trade unionists from 
Austria who fought Fascists, 
sometimes with bare fists, in the 
Vienna streets while our states- 
men were toasting Mussolini and 
doing a Munich with Hitler had 
to sit in the gallery, looking on! 


I hesitate to take a side. There 
are, indeed, “ difficulties.” But 
this I do know—if we outlaw, 
even in; our minds, Italian 
workers who brought down 
Mussolini, while we back 


Umberto, who supported him and 
who led the attack on France, 
we shall be making a mock of 
all for which the war was fought. 


SOVIET SUSPICIONS 


HERE was at the confer- 
ence, too, another grim 
The Russian delegation, 
in numbers and in the powers 
resident in Moscow behind it, 
were the real bosses, despite Sir 
Walter Citrine’s nimble mind. 

I noticed, also, what you see 
everywhere when Soviet emis- 
saries of any kind arrive If a 
delegate of any other nationality, 
or a neWspaper man, spoke to one 
Russian, others immediately 
gathered round, full of suspicion. 

How can we remove from Bol- 
shevist minds the infinite distrust 
of other folks that was born of 
the two-score years of hatred 
shown towards Russia by the out- 
side world. 

It must be holding back the 
unity of the Big 3. Unless it 
is is removed—and it is being 
encouraged, secretly, by Big Busi- 
ness here and in the States—we 
shall find Russia making isolated 
decisions, suspecting every move 
by ourselves or Washington, and 
imposing isolation on herself. 

That way, lies another war! 

I obtained, at last week's con- 
ference, ample evidence for the 


support of what I have been 
stressing in these columns for 
months—that new ideas, new 


ideals and new conceptions of 
government are stirring the minds 
of the masses in every land 

Long-encouraged racialisms die 
hard. But it is the urgent needs 
of the unknown millions that, in 
the end, will force unity. 

I was much impressed, for in- 
stance, at the dinner I mentioned 
.by the way in which the India 
delegates—all apostles of self- 
govefnment—spoke of their deep 
interest in the problems of the 
African natives and how a Negro 
sajd that his countrymen on the 
Gold Coast felt that India’s prob- 
lem was their problem. 

How then can boasting “ What 
we have, we'll hold” be more 
than empty words? 

“ Our cause is that of oppressed 
peoples everywhere,” said Dr. 
Sashidar Sinha, the Indian 
journalist who was the guest of 
the evening. After twelve years 
of residence in London, he is re- 
turning home to be an editor. He 
spoke, not with bitterness, but in 
terms of world-embracing friend- 
ship. 

There is hope for the world, 
great hope! Only the blunder- 
ings of narrow-minded statesmen 
can destroy it! 
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Brain Behind The 
Victory Salvoes 


Marshal Alexancer M. Vassilevsky 


speaking to Stalin immediately 
whenever he thinks it necessary. 

A council of war in the Mar- 
shal's headquarters. The room 
is crowded with generals and 
high officers, summoned from the 
fronts to discuss a new offensive 
plan. 

Vassilevsky’s strong hand grips 
a pointer. He stabs at the huge 
wall map to show the line-up of 
German concentration. His short 
staccato gestures gave a crystal- 
clear outline of the movements 
and tactics to be applied. 

Every commander who listens 
to this exposition of high strategy 
goes away with a full picture of 
the coming battle fixed in his 
mind. 

At these war councils, Vas- 
silevsky likes to quote an old say- 
ing of his Volga forebears. “ Cut 
down the tree and the branches 
will fall.” And translating it 
into terms of modern warfare, he 
adds: “ Cut down the armies and 
the fortresses will fall.” 

This is the master plan which 
in three breath-taking weeks 
liberated Poland, brought about 
the fall of Warsaw, 
Lodz, Cracow, Inster- 
burg, carried the Red 
Army deep into the 


By 


suaded him to throw into 
Voronezh pivot all possi 
reserves. He massed every av 
able Soviet force to defend t 
vital point 

This meant allowing the G 
mans to advance almost 
checked towards the Volg 
German armies surged into t 
vast plains of the Ukraine, in 
the Caucasus; the oilfields were 
grave danger, all but one Blac 
Sea port fell. 

But the lynch-pin on the Ri, 


Don was held A month la 
Vassilevsky hit back fre 
Voronezh, Stalingrad follow 


The tables were turned 

The Germans, outflanked, har 
pressed, rolled back. The bat 
tered Wehrmacht had to retreat. 
An entire army under Field- 
Marshal von Paulus surrendered 
The Germans lost the Ukraine 
lost the Crimea, fled in disord 
towards Rumania and Polar 
The rout of Hitler’s “ unconqu 
able” army had begun 

Today Alexander Vassilevsk: 
Russia’s great war lord, sec 
only to Stalin, the Supre 
Commander. Red Army leac 
are generally.the most appro 
able of men. Off duty 
delight in opera and ballet. er 
an occasional banquet. and 
carry their full share of the í 
vodka. 

Vassilevsky is different. Ur 
neath the Marshal's gold b 
and the uniform bedecked v 
the Soviet’s ‘highest honours 
remains a shy, even awkward 
of a peasant. 

On my last assignment 
Moscow he was not yet in 
public eye. But an Americar 
league. who interviewed 
after the General nad signed 
armistice treaty with the F 
gave me an interesting acc 
of the meeting. Vassilevsky wo 
give him five minutes only of 
time, and the interviewer 
the greatest difficulty in pe 
trating the General's aln 
boyish embarrassment. 

He spoke quietly and slow 
but the authority behind his ca 
fully chosen words was unn 
takable. 


“You know, I am just « 
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“ Outs 
there 


said. 
job 


he 
my 
nothing I can tell 
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H 4 
German Reich, H Í Later, when aske 
Vassilevsky was H COOKRIDGE H about his family, th 
cutting down the $ 3 hard straight line of 
German armies; the H Formerly a $ his mouth softener 
strongholds and $ into a shy smile, 
hedgehogs were § Correspondent i “LT have a wife an 
s 3 ” 
quickly to follow. i In Moscow $ three children, 


This forty - six- 
years-old General is 
Stalin’s personal discovery. His 
rise has been meteoric. One of 
the youngest Major-Generals in 
1940, he commanded a division, 
later an army corps in the first 
Finnish war. 

Three years later, on February 
17, 1943, he was made a Marshal, 
and in April of the same year he 
was appointed Chief of Staff, in 
succession to ailing ex-Tsarist 
strategist Marshal Shaposhnikov, 
20 years senior to him. 

But these three years were 
crowded with brilliant achieve- 
ments. It was Vassilevsky who 
planned and executed the smash- 
ing of the Mannerheim Line. 
Then he collaborated with 
Zhukov in the defence of Moscow. 

Promoted to the rank of a full 
general, he was given command 
on the Voronezh front. The bold 
plan he submitted to Stalin was 
vetoed by some of the “ orthodox 
generals.” But Stalin let no 
consideration of age or seniority 
stand in Vassilevsky’s way. 

This may explain the “ disap- 
pearance ” of men like Voroshilov, 
Timoshenko and Budjenny, who 
were given commands in the 
Reserve Armies, and were re- 
placed by “youngsters” like 
Rokossovsky, Koniev and Malin- 
ovsky. 

Stalin recognised the “ spark 
of genius” when Vassilevsky per- 


“ meaneunesenesececensesenevasesnesense! 


said; “but what i 
terest can my priva 
life be to other people?” 

“A really modest man” sa 
those who work with him, “a: 
a great leader.” 

Born in 1898, son of a Vo 
peasant — his grandfather v 
still a “ serf,” bound to the lar 
a “ property ” of the landowne 
he had a hard youth. 


As a boy of ten he worked 
ninepence a day. loading tim! 
on the Volga tugs. A year befi 
the Revolution he was called 
and conscripted as a private ir 
the Tsar’s army. Then, as 
soldier of the Red Army. 
fought in the Civil War aga 
the “ Whites.” 


One Of The Lads 


His youthful appearance 1s 
most striking thing about 
He does not look his torty 
years. He has a thick mo; 
brown hair. which he still we 
in the Cossack manner. wit 
forelock hanging down to 
side. 

He is powerfully built; 
strong, broad hands betray 
years of heavy manual labou 

Characteristic for the man 
his main recreation. 

On one occasion visitors to t 
Kremlin were amazed to see 
young man in a Marshal’s 1 


LIFE'S -BIG 


PROBLEMS 
By The People’s Friend 


ORDS! Ever thought 

very much about 

them? I suppose not. 
Maybe you imagine they are 
unimportant; that they are 
just—well, just words. 

But has it never struck you 
what an immense power for 
good or evil they can be? I 
don’t mean the eloquent rhe- 
toric of the professional 
orator; or the soul-stirring 
sermon of a great preacher. 

O; 1 mean the words 

ordinary folk like you 
and l use in our everyday 


life. Millions of them 
exchange every hour—kind, 
cruel, happy and angry, 
wise and  foolish—making 


people gay or sad, according 
to the way they have been 
strung together. 


SOME. like the touch of a 
cool hand, can heal and 
comfort; others, fashioned into 
barbed shafts of gossip and 
slander, can cruelly wound. 
Nothing is so irrevocable as 
the spoken word. Remember 
that. and remember. too, that 
speech is God's gift. He did 
not mean it to be misused. 
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form intent on a game of skit 
with a junior officer and t 
soldiers of the Kremlin Guard 


They were more surprised s 
to hear him address the priva 
as Semyon and Misha and to 
him pat their backs whene\ 
they made an unusually go 
throw. 

In these rare off-duty momet 
Alexander Vassilevsky is q 
himself, a peasant boy, who ma 
good and likes to recall his nat 
Cossack village 

The lurking worries disapp¢ 
from his eyes He tells stories 
his boyhood, tales from the shor 
of the “Great River.” reca 
many a hiding he got for dod 
ing some petty task or othe 
playing skittles instead. 

Today this genius of the art í 
war whose achievements hav 
assured him a place alongside the 
greatest strategists of histor 
alongside Alexander the Grea 
and Napoleon, knocks over Hit 
ler’s armies as dexterously as h 
bowls down the skittles. 

He loathes publicity, he detest: 
all fuss. Only an explicit order 
from Stalin makes him attend 
State functions. In Moscow 1 
had the utmost trouble in getting 
his photograph 

He asks only to be allowed to 
carry on his job outside the lime 
light. His frequent visits to the 
fronts go unheralded. His name 
is hardly mentioned in the Orders 
of the Day that announce the 
great victories 

Yet he is the military genius 
behind those victories. His name 
will be remembered when man- 
kind recalls the annihilation of 
Nazism. 
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Dictators Planned ‘Anti-Red Bloc’ 


CHURCHILL SNUBS F RANCO or 


IN SECRET NOTE 


From FRANK A. KING, Press Association Diplomatic Correspondent 
EITHER the People of Britain nor those of the Allied Nations 
are likely to have the pleasure of reading the letter in which 
Mr. Churchill, in cold and biting phrases, answered an astonish- 

ing communication from General Franco, suggesting a western Anti- 
Soviet alliance and an equally remarkable offer to act as mediator 
for a negotiated peace between Germany and Britain. 


Britons Fly White 
Ensign In Reich 


By AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR 


five years on a fleet of model ships, ranging from 


T ir White Ensign has flown in Germany for the last 


steamships and yachts to feluçcas, dhows and 
launches that daily sail the 50 ft. by 20 ft. static water 
ponds in Marlag “O” and Marlag “M,” two naval 
prisoner-of-war camps in Germany. 


A quarter of a mile away, in 
Mailag Nord, the Merchant 
Navy camp, another great fleet 
ot model ships sails daily under 
the Red Duster. 

These small patches of stagnant 
water provide the only link with 
the sea for over 17,000 British 
sailors of the Royal and Merchant 
Navies, many of whom have spent 
five years behind barbed wire. 

Model boat building is almost 
a communal pastime in naval 
camps and provides many with a 
whole-time hobby. Up to three 
months may be spent on the blue 
prints of a new ocean racer. 
Another month may elapse before 
the final coat of paint has dried 
on her hull. 

The news of an impending 

launching spreads quickly. A 


large crowd collects, keenly 
critical of line, finish and per- | 
formance. 

The three naval camps are 


situated near Onolanr, at Wester- 
timke, a small village between 
Bremen and Hamburg, and most 
of the men in them are long-term 
prisoners. 


First of the naval contingent | 


to arrive were two officers and 
25 men of H.M.S. Rawalpindi. 
They reached Germany on 
November 23, 1959, and are now 
in their sixth year of captivity. 
Batches of naval prisoners fol- 
lowed from H.M. submarines 
Starfish and Undine (January, 
1940) and the armed merchant 


eruisers H.M.S. Vandyk (July, 
1940) and H.M.S. Voltaire | 
(July, 1941), and these still form 


the nucleus of the camp. 

The bulk of the Merchant Naval 
prisoners were brought 
sult of the raiding of convoys by 
the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau 
in 1941. 

Though only 350 
eS the naval 


Marlag 


strong 
officers’ 


ADV JER TISE RS 


in as re- | 


| vards, 


boasts three V.C.s, Lt.-Cdr. S. H. 
Beattie, R.N., of H.M.S. Campbel- 
town and St. Nazaire fame, Lt. D. 
Cameron, R.N.R., and Lt. B. C. G. 
Place, D.S.O., who commanded the 
midget submarines that damaged 
the Tirpitz. 

Also in the camp are survivors 
of H.M.S. Glowworm and H.M.S. 
Courageous, Fleet Air Arm pilots 
shot down in the attack on 
Taranto, and the Royal Marines 
from Crete. 


‘Flying 
Cruisers Smash 
Shipping 


Si warfare has been revolu- 
tionised by Britain’s “ Fly- 
ing Cruisers.” They are Coastal 
Command Mosquitos and Beau- 
fighters which can now fire 
salvoes of rockets as devastat- 
ing as a broadside from a light 
cruiser. They have sunk hun- 
dreds of thousands of tons of 
enemy shipping. 

Eight rockets, each as powerful 


|as a six-inch naval shell, are fired 


at a time. 

Hits can be registered from 400 
in comparison with a 
cruiser’s normal firing range of 
between two and five miles. 

Used with deadly effect on 
warships and U-boats, rockets 
smash through a ship's hull 
and often come out on the other 
side. Frequently they set ships 
blazing from stem to stern. 

On D-Day, rocket-firing Beau- 
| fighters attacked three German 
destroyers, blew up one and badly 


camp, | damaged the other two. 


AN NOUNCEME NT S 


eX 


Ingredients: 


the eggs, 


Scotch Eggs 


Always measure 
dried egge carefully— 
one level tablespoon- 
ful to two of water. 


ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, 


Here are five different egg dishes which 
you can make from a single packet of 
dried eggs! 


New Treacle Tart 

6 oz. short pastry; 3 level tablespoons 
dried eggs, reconstituted ; 3 level tablespoons syrup; a 
few drops of lemon substitute. Afethod > Mix together 
syrup, and lemon substitute. 
mixture into the pastry case and bake in a moderately 
hot oven for 20-30 minutes. Serve hot or cold. This is 
a recipe the whole family will love. 


Custard Sauce 

Ingredients: 2 level tablesps. dried eggs, DRY; 2 level 
tablesps. flour, 1 level tablesp. sugar, 1 pint milk or 
milk and water, vanilla oralmond flavouring. Method: 
Mix together egg, flour, sugar. Mix to smooth cream 
with a little of the milk. Boil rest of milk, pour on to 
mixture, return to pan and boil 5 minutes. Add 
flavouring and stir well. 


RECIPES for the omelette, 
Yorkshire Pudding, and 
Scotch Eggs are in recipe leaf- 
lets which you can have free of 
charge. Just write your name 
and address inblock capitals on 
a postcard and send it to Leaf- 
lets Dept. S.4, Ministry of 
Food, London, W.1. 


THIS IS WEEK 30—THE SECOND WEEK OF 
RATION PERIOD No. 8 (February 4th to March 3rd) 


LONDON, W.!. 


ROOD FACTS 


Five delicious dishes 
from one packet of 
dried eggs 


Pour the 


N 


FOOD FACTS No. 24! 


ANGIER'S IS 


EXCELLENT FOR 
ELDERLY PEOPLES’ 
STUBBORN 
COUGHS... 
“The weakening effect of 


winter on the aged and feeble can be countered 
by affarding adequate protection with the aid of 
It is soothing and strength- 
ening in cases of bronchitis, colds and coughs, 

is most palatable and can be assimilated even by 


Angier’s Emulsion 


the most delicate. I hnow!/" 


ANGIER’S Emulsion 


Supplies are limited due to wartime restrictions. 


Because. of diplomatic 
niceties, the recipient of 
such a letter must give his 
consent to its publication. 


But that is probably the last 
thing Franco would do—Mr. 
Churchill's outspoken language 
precludes such a possibility. 

There is no doubt, however, that 
the British authorities would be 
only too pleased to publish the 
text of the correspondence, if only 
for the reason that it would place 
Mr. Churchill's “few kind words 
to Spain” speech in its proper 
perspective. 

It is possible today to piece to- 
gether, with some accuracy, the 
contents of the two letters. 

“ VIRILE ” 

Franco's letter was delivered to 
Mr. Churchill by the Duke of 
Alba, Spanish Ambassador in 
London, last November. 

It began with flattery, praising 
in effusive terms the Premier's 
leadership and conduct of the 
war, and went on to suggest dis- 
cussions on the relations between 
Spain and Britain, who, with Ger- 
many, were “the only three virile 
nations remaining in Europe.” 

Then Franco got down 
business. 

His friend Hitler, he admitted, 
was on the point of defeat, and 
Europe, consequently, was threat- 
ened with “ Scvietisation.” 

Spain and Britain should get 
together to face that menace— 
they should form, 
western anti-Soviet bloc. 

To facilitate this, Franco was 
prepared to act as mediator for 

a compromise peace between 

Britain and Germany. 

I understand that he wound up 
by emphasising it was because of 
“his Christian principles” that 
he made these proposals, and that 
Spain and Britain should proceed 
to form the main pillars of the 
new world security organisation. 

TURNED DOWN 

The British reply was in the 
best Churchillian prose and was 
dispatched with the full approval 
of the War Cabinet. 


to 


The mediation proposal was 
bluntly and summarily turned 
down. It was made quite clear 


that the British Government looks 
coldly on Franco's régime, and he 
was plainly told that we were not 
interested in his solicitude for our 
political future nor in bolstering 
up the present régime in Spain. 

The suggestion of an anti- 
Soviet alliance was demolished 
with shrewd blows. 

Britain was not only bound to 
Russia by a 20 years’ alliance, but, 
more important still, Anglo- 
Russian relations were cemented 
by the bonds of the common 
struggle against Fascism and by 


mutual sympathy and under- 
standing. 
Mr. Churchill dispelled any 


illusions that Franco may have 
had about Britain’s views of his 
regime, although care was taken 
to draw a distinction between 
that regime and the Spanish 
people, with whom Britain de- 
sired to establish friendship. 

Mr. Churchill reminded Franco 
of some of his past words and 
actions. recalling the time when 
the General declared that Ger- 
many was bound to win, when 
Spain despatched the Blue Divi- 
sion to fight for the Reich, and 
when Spain gave material aid 
with unstinting hand to Ger- 
manvy’s war effort. 

Finally, Mr. Churchill left Gen. 
Franco in no doubt that the 
general would not be a delegate 
to the peace conference, and 
added that it was extremely un- 
likely that Spain, under its pre- 
sent régime, would be invited to 
join the United Nations in a 
world security organisation. 

To make quite sure that Franco 
thoroughly understood the British 
position, he was informed that 
copies of both his letter and the 
reply were being forwarded by 
Mr. Churchill to his friend Mar- 
shal Stalin, and that similar steps 
were being taken to bring the 
correspondence to the attention 
of President Roosevelt. 


Greeks Reach 


Agreement 


From ROBERT BIGIO, 
Reuter’s Special Correspondent 
Athens, Saturday 
Agreement has been reached 
between the Government and 
EAM delegates on all remaining 
questions, including disarmament 
of ELAS troops, and a compromise 
solution for modifying the exist- 


| ing martial law. 


The agreement is being signed 
tonight. 

A special “ Clemency Council,” 
to act in an advisory capacity to 
Regent Archbishop Damaskinos, 
has been set up 

An appeal for a reprieve from 
the death sentence has already 
reached the Regent from the two 
ELAS supporters sentenced at the 
Piræus on charges of high 
treason rebellion, abduction of 
hostages, murder and looting. 

The extreme Right Wing Press 
todav expresses strong opposition 
to the Greek Government's anti- 
cipated understanding with EAM. 


in fact, a 


COLMAR 
MOTHER 


A mother and baby holding gifts of chocolate given them 
by U.S. troops after the liberation of the Alsace city 


of Colmar. 


Feted By Russians 


FREED BRITONS ON 


LUBLIN RADIO 


ARGE numbers of British and American war pri- 
soners have been liberated by the Red Army owing 
to the Speed with which the German camps in 


Beaus Dive 
Over Cliff 
On Convoy 


EAUFIGHTERS of 
RAF Coastal Com- 
mand found one of 
the most formidable tar- 
gets yet encountered along 
the Norwegian coast hid- 
den under the protection 
of the cliffs of Ford Fjord, 
stated Air Ministry News 

Service yesterday. 

It comprised a Narvic class 
destroyer, four heavily armed 
minesweepers, a tug, an armed 
trawler and four heavily armed 
escort vessels of the converted 
merchantmen type. 

The Beaufighter strike force, 
made up of crews from Australian, 
British and Canadian squadrons, 
attacking with rockets and can- 
non, swept down at high speed 
and had to go close to the deep 
cliffside to get at their target. 
They flew through German flak 
from guns mounted on the sides 
of the cliffs as well as the for- 


midable barrage from the convoy. | 


When the crews broke away 
from the smoking convoy they 
found a formation of F.W. 190’s 
circling overhead waiting for 
them. The Beaufighters were es- 
corted by Mustangs. of RAF 
Fighter Command, and they went 
in to attack. The Mustangs de- 


stroyed two F.W. 190’s and 
damaged others. 
Nine Beaufighters and one 


Mustang are missing. 


BUTTERFLY IN 
LUMP OF COAL 


Mr. Charles Trumper, of Moss- 
lane, Windle, St. Helens, assistan‘ 
postmaster at St. Helens, has 
found a butterfly inside a big lump 
of coal which he had just split 
in two 

“I put it inside a glass jar along 
with a dab of sugar and honey, 
and a few minutes later it began 
to fly about. 

“It has been identified by a 
naturalist as a tortoiseshell but- 
terfly beautifully coloured. I have 
been asked to send it to Man- 
chester Museum for examination 
and identification, and I shall 
probably do so” 


- 


Silesia were overrun. 


Last night Lublin radio gave 
the names of some of these 
men who have arrived in 
| Lublin. They include:— 

Sgt. Frank Dobb, RAF, 28, Am- 
bersley-rd., Birmingham; Sgt. 
Douglas Brown, RCAF, Canada; 
Sgt. Wilfred Dyson, RAF, 256, 
Woolly-road, Foxbridge, Sheffield; 
John Mooney, RCAF, Canada; 
Pte. William McPhail, Paisley; 
Pte. Albert Trebel, RAF; Sgt. 
Frank Walters, RAF, 507, Nor- 
ton’s-rd., Ipswich; Fit.-Sgt. Mer- 
vin Bluehead, RAAF, 29, Castain- 
av., Maryland, West Australia. 


Pte. Frederick Crafford, 1, 
Melrose-place, Clifton, Bristol; 
Pte. Rudolph Buerly, Ipswich; 


Pte. Gordon Griffon, Yorkshire; 
Pte. Bernard Wilson, 13, Malford- 
rd., Woodford; Pte. Kenneth 
Wright, Liverpool. 


Pte. George Joyce, 20, Church- 
st., Burton-on-Trent; Pte. Mac- 
Millan, 32, Curly-rd., Glasgow; 
Pte. Joseph Reed, Liverpool; Pte. 
| James Thomas Hayes, 182, Pearl- 
lane, Stafford; Pte. Charles 
Gregory, Lincolnshire; Pte. Robt. 
Morwick, Worcestershire; F./Sgt. 
Archie, Naismith, Gosport. 


POLISH GREETINGS 


Altogether there were about 70 
names, but reception was so bad 
that most of them were inaudible. 


The Lublin broadcast said: 
“For the past few weeks a 
strange sight may be seen in 


Lublin. Groups of British, 
| American and French soldiers 
and airmen walking in the 


street enthusiastically greeted 

by crowds of Polish people. 

“They are prisoners of war 
liberated from German camps by 
the advance of the Red Army. 
They have come to Lublin, from 
where they hope to get transport 
home. 

“ We have two of them here to- 
night. Two British airmen whom 
we want to introduce to you.” 

Sergeant McPhail and Flight- 
Sergeant Naismith, both from 
Stalag Luft, were then brought to 
the microphone and related their 
experiences. 


B.B.C. Reporter Is 


A BBC. war reporter, Guy 
Byam, is missing after last Satur- 
day’s big day raid on Berlin. 

The U.S. Eighth Air Force 
Flying Fortress in which Byam 
flew to make a recording for 
broadcast was struck by intense 

!' anti- -aircraft fire over Berlin. 


| Missing After Raid | sionen 
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a.m.—Record Album 
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9.30—Band 


6.3 
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Piano. 10.15—For Isolated Units. 


Calling All Canadians. 11,Q—News Head- 
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11,30—Re! 


11.15—As the Commentator Saw It. 
12.0 noon— 
12.10 p.-m.—Gramophone 12.15— 
ey from Canada 12.3@—Orchestra 
Northern Orchestra 1.30— 
ns Trust 2.0—News. 2.15—Gramo- 
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Plays, Films 4.30—Gramo- 

Variety Band-Box 6.0- 
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World New 


| 


i 


| be associated with a this; 6, May be such as 


DIVE-FOR-COVER MASTERS 


From 


Roads 


and Spitfires of the RAF Second Tactical Air Force, 


Cone spitnres harassed by Typhoons, Tempests 


the Germans are finding utmost difficulty 


arranging their forces to 
offensive in the West. 


in 
meet Montgomery’s new 


Between the Maas and the Ruhr 


the fighter-bombers are driving German transport off 


the road. 


Their mere appearance stops 
German movement. 

Nazi transport drivers have be- | 
come masters at quick “ dive-for- 
cover action.” 

Thus even if the vehicles and 
drivers escape, the fighter patrols 
have achieved part of their object. 
They have driven German sup- 
plies and troops into the ditches, 
and slowed down movement. | 

When the weather is clear 
our men in the front line can 
see the formations of cight air- 
craft breaking into two sections 
when they spot a target. Four 
peel off to attack while the 
other four circle above as cover. 


On the = job the two sec- 
tions changé places, and the 
planes which previously 


“covered” now go in at tree-top 
level and shoot up all vehicles, 
railway trucks or barges they can | 
see. 

Typhoons, if not called out of 
the “cab rank” to attack enemy 
strong points at the request of the 
Army, help in Leating up German | 
communications with bombs and 
rockets. 

They spray the area immediately 
| in front of the army advance and 
keep the Germans with their 
noses to the muddy ground. 

A RAF officer with one of 
Second TAF’s advanced fighter 
and fighter-bomber groups de- 
scribed the process in these words: 

“Our Tempests and Spitfires 
are ‘clinching’ the enemy from 
the rear while the Typhoons hit 
him hard in the solar plexus.” 

Continued “clinching” has al- 
ready deprived the Germans of 
men and material and shortened 
the sleep and rations of the front 
line troops. 

RHINE FERRY SUNK 


“There is no future in being a 
Jerry this side of the Rhine just 
now,” a young tank commander 
said. 

Typhoon pilots found the first 
indication that the Germans are 
mining bridges east of the Rhine. 

They fired rockets at a road 
over a rail bridge seven miles east 
of Wesel. It blew up and collapsed 
on to the railway line. 

Poor weather cut down Second 
Tactical Air Force effort on 
Friday to 500 sorties. Here is a 
summary of what those 500 planes 
did: 

Dropped H.E. and anti-personnel 
bombs on troop concentrations 
in four villages in the battle area. 

Mitchells and Bostons bombed 
German troops, material and com- 
munications in Rheinburg and 
Geldern. 

Four Spitfires stopped five trains 
in the Gutersloh-Paderborn area 
with cannon fire. 

A Rhine river ferry was sunk 
north of Rheinburg by Rocket 
Typhoons. 

Further south the same mission 
sent rockets into a tug and barge, 
both of which exploded and sunk. 


Just To Cheer 
Up German Workers 


In order to hearten the defence 
work the Berlin black-out has 
been suspended temporarily. It 
is only applied when an air raid 
is imminent, says an Exchange 
message from Zurich 
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Russia 
Accuses Vatican 


Moscow, Saturday. 


Toore Soviet papers publish | 


statement signed by the 
Patriarch of the Russian Ortho- 
dor Church and by Church 
dignitaries visiting Moscow, 
which the Vatican is accused of 
trying to protect Nazi Germany. 
The statement, addressed to the 
peoples of all the world, states :— 


“ Bearing in mind the present 
international situation we are 
raising our voices against the 


efforts of those—and especially of 
the Vatican—who are trying to 
safeguard Hitlerite Germany from 
the responsibility of all her 
crimes and calling for mercy for 
the Hitlerites . who want, in 
this way, to leave on earth after 
the war Fascist man-hating, anti- 
Christian teaching and its propa- 
gators.”—Reuier. 


VATICAN DENIALS 
Rome, Saturday. 


“Arbitrary, false and calumni- 


ous attacks which unfortunately | 


are being used by a certain 
propaganda" are among the 
words used today by the “ L’Osser- 
vatore Romano,” the Vatican | 


newspaper, in reply to statements 
which have been published in 
Russia. 


U.S. LOOTERS JAILED 
Sentences ranging from ten to 
three years’ hard labour and dis- 
honourable discharge were passed 
on four more American soldiers at 


an Army court-martial in Paris | 


yesterday. 
All pleaded guilty to pilfering 
cigarettes and rations.—B.U-P. 
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Hun Transport Blasted 


~ Japs — 
Hurled 
Back 


From SAMUEL JACKETT, 
Reuter’s Special Correspondent 

Ondaw (Central Burma), 

Saturday 
RITISH Midland troops 
have thrown the Japan- 
ese bridgehead forces across 
the Irrawaddy, 20 miles west 
of Mandalay. 

Sweeping westwards along 
the north bank, British forced 
the Japanese back and 
hemmed them beside the Mu 
river, which joins the Irra- 
waddy. 

Completely surrounded, th 
Japanese suffered many casualti 
and withdrew at night across the 
Irrawaddy 

North of Mandalay, the 14th 
Army bridgehead east of the Irra- 
waddy is being extended. 

A village four miles 
east of Kyaukmyaung has been 


saneanaeqnansesanensancooneeneney 
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* 


south- 


cleared. The Japanese ar 
being continuously pushed 
southwards. 

The Japanese anxiety grows 

the D-Day for Mandalay aj 
proaches. 


They May Be 
Abandoning Malaya 


Washington, Saturday 
Malaya is being abandoned 
the Japanese, according to repo 
circulating in Washington. 
First intimation of this was 
unconfirmed statement by a na 
spokesman who suggested that 
was part of a general plan 
Tokyo to get out of large ar 
which they had taken over in t 
Southern Pacific. There w 
reason to believe, he was report 
to have said, that Malaya v 
gradually being abandoned. 
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